《Everett’s Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures - Jeremiah》(Gary H. Everett)
Commentator

Gary Everett received his Master of Divinity (1992) and Doctor of Ministry (2015) degrees from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He served as pastor for five years and taught in Bible college for ten years.

Since 1997, Gary has worked as the station manager of Lighthouse Television, located in Kampala, Uganda, an affiliate of Trinity Broadcasting Network. The station is owned by Calvary Cathedral International in Fort Worth, Texas, and the chairman of the board and president of Lighthouse Television is Dr. Robert B. Nichols.

Gary served seven years as the director of the Joyce Meyer Ministries outreach in Uganda. He now serves as the international director Andrew Wommack Ministries Uganda.

Study Notes is also available along with his sermons and teachings on his website www.geverett.org.

Gary was married to Menchu in 1996. They have four children, three of whom were born and raised in Uganda.

Introduction

STUDY NOTES ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
Using a Theme-based Approach 
to Identify Literary Structures
By Gary H. Everett
THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH

January 2013Edition

All Scripture quotations in English are taken from the King James Version unless otherwise noted. Some words have been emphasized by the author of this commentary using bold or italics.

All Old Testament Scripture quotations in the Hebrew text are taken from Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: With Westminster Hebrew Morphology, electronic ed, Stuttgart; Glenside PA: German Bible Society, Westminster Seminary, 1996, c 1925, morphology c 1991, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

All New Testament Scripture quotations in the Greek text are taken from Greek New Testament, Fourth Revised Edition (with Morphology), eds. Kurt Aland, Matthew Black, Carlo M. Martini, Bruce M. Metzger, M. Robinson, and Allen Wikgren, Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft (United Bible Societies), c 1966, 1993, 2006, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

All Hebrew and Greek text for word studies are taken from James Strong in The New Strong"s Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words, Nashville: Thomas Nelson, c 1996, 1997, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

The Crucifixion image on the book cover was created by the author's daughter Victoria Everett in 2012. 

Gary H. Everett, 1981-2013

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form without prior permission of the author.

Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Mind
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Secondary Theme- Israel's Redemption Through God the Father's Foreknowledge
For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, 

and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 

saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.

And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

Jeremiah 29:10-13
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Jeremiah - Perhaps the most striking parts of the book of Jeremiah are found in the loving patience of the God of Israel as He calls out to them in love, giving them every opportunity to repent, up until the very day of their destruction. How often have I had to take a decision to spank one of my precious children. I knew that I must minister discipline, but my heart sought every opportunity to avoid carrying out this discipline. I did not want to see them cry and sorrow. Yet, I understood that if I withheld needed spankings, my children would grow up without discipline and restraint and fall into problems. This is the way God dealt with the children of Israel as He spoke to them by His prophet Jeremiah. He spoke to them up until the day of their visitation of judgment, pleading with them all the way. He spoke to them after their judgment, still asking them to return to Him and receive His love.

One recurring event in the book of Jeremiah is the series of confrontations between the prophet of God and the false prophets. Jeremiah confronted this issue more so that any other person in the Scriptures. This is why God referred to this in His commission and calling to His servant in Jeremiah 1:4-10 ( Jeremiah 1:8).

Jeremiah 1:8, "Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD."

As Paul the apostle"s commission is recorded in Acts 9:15-16, so is Jeremiah"s commission recorded. As the book of Acts records accounts of Paul fulfilling his commission, so does the theme of the book of Jeremiah follow the commission of this prophet of God.

Acts 9:15-16, "But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name"s sake."

In hearing a few false prophets through the years, I have learned that they all give off the same sound. They will prophesy great promises upon others that only obedience to God will bring ( Isaiah 30:9-10).

Isaiah 30:9-10, "That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:"

For example, I have heard these false prophets say, "If you will give such and such amount into this offering, then you will never be sick again"; or, they will say, "I decree that every prayer that has been prayed in this room today shall come to pass."

False prophets thrive on the supernatural. Their ministries will focus on supernatural events with no balance of proper teachings. They will claim to have invoked the miraculous into their meetings in an attempt to get others focused on them. They avoid dealing with issues of obedience, sin and the judgment of God. They only focus on the blessings of God, and claim to be the source of God"s blessings. A false prophet will always try to please his hearers, as did those during the time of Jeremiah.

Therefore, when God does raises up a man to prophesy, the people become confused when they hear the conditions of obedience being put upon the promises of God. The people of Jeremiah"s time heard him as a prophet of doom, instead of the prophet of blessing that he really was.

As God raises up men who walk in ministries of signs and wonders today, there are those people who are confused about how faith, obedience and judgment are relate to God"s blessings. This is because the messages of the false prophet today have made great, swelling promises interwoven with false signs and wonders; however, God"s servants bring miracles, signs and wonders, balanced with teachings about faith, obedience and judgment. It takes wisdom from God to sort out the two very different messages. God has always been a God of the miraculous, but His blessings have always been conditioned upon obedience to Him.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Jeremiah will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Jeremiah will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Jeremiah was the author of the book of Jeremiah , with him and others, such Baruch , recording his prophecies during his ministry.

I. Title
The evangelist Matthew was familiar with the title of the book of Jeremiah ( Matthew 2:17; Matthew 27:9)

Matthew 2:17, "Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,"

Matthew 27:9, "Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value;"

II. Historical Background
A. The Prophetic and Historical Times of Jeremiah the Prophet- Jeremiah the prophet ministered to the nation of Judah during the reigns of Josiah (640-609), Jehoiakim (609-598), and Zedekiah (597-587) (see Jeremiah 1:2-3). The time in which Jeremiah and his contemporary Ezekiel lived and ministered was a time of transition for world power. The Assyrian Empire that had so devastated northern Israel in 722 B.C. had grown weak after two hundred and fifty (250) years of international dominance. The Neo-Babylonian Empire, founded by Nabopolassar, was quickly advancing across Assyria's old empire. The Babylonian Empire took control of this region in 612 B.C. by defeating the Assyrians. What was left of the Assyrian army retreated to Haran and remained there until 609 B.C, when Neco, Pharaoh of Egypt came to rescue them. It was during this march northward through Judah that King Josiah came out to resist Pharaoh and was killed in battle. At the decisive battle of Megiddo, Babylon strengthened its position as a world power by defeating both Egypt and the remnant of Assyria's army.

Jeremiah continued to warn his people to submit to Babylonian rule, which message was rejected by the kings of Judah. During the years following 609 B.C, Egypt placed Judah under tribute and replaced King Jehoahaz with his brother Jehoiakim, who ruled for eleven years. In what is considered one of the most decisive battles in history, King Nebuchadnezzar confronted the combined forces of Egypt and Assyria in 605 B.C. at the battle of Carchemish on the Euphrates River, and gained an overwhelming victory against two former world powers that would never rise to significance again. The Babylonian forces continued to move southward after this battle, driven by the hunger for more victory. At this time, Judah was invaded and many young men were taken captive by this army. The environment in this region became very unstable during this transition of world powers, being terrorized by roving bands of rebels that refused to come under the subjection of Babylon, Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites and Ammonites all fighting among themselves ( 2 Kings 24:2). In order to conserve their resources, the king of Babylon attempted to negotiate as many cities into subjection as possible without having to exhaust his energies to destroy them. For these cities was his source of tribute to finance his kingdom.

Jehoiakim became a reluctant vassal of the king of Babylon after Egypt was defeated at the battle of Carchemish. When it appeared that Egypt might have renewed its strength because of a stalemate battle in 601 B.C, the king of Judah revolted and withheld tribute from Babylon. This brought further retaliation and deportation upon the city of Jerusalem. During Babylon's attempt to regain control of Jerusalem in 598 B.C, Jehoiakim died and was succeeded by his son Jehoiachin. However, the city of Jerusalem fell within three months and this young king was carried off to Babylon along with his entire family. 

Zedekiah, his uncle was then appointed as the regent vassal by King Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah's refusal to hearken unto Jeremiah's warnings along with the king's faith in his false prophets who encouraged such rebellion ultimately brought the armies of Babylon down upon Jerusalem for the final blow and destruction of the nation of Judah in 586 B.C.

Thus, we see how Jeremiah ministered during an era of tremendous international turmoil and unrest. He experienced the great reforms under Josiah and watched as his nation fell back into great apostasy. He message became unpopular and resulted in him being persecuted by his own people, while being recognized and ultimately rewarded by Babylon. There was very little to encourage such a man of faith except a hope that the God of Israel would one day bring his people back and into a place of eternal rest, if but for no other reason, because God would be faithful to His covenant with Abraham and David and to His Messianic promises of a coming Savior.

B. The Biography of Jeremiah the Prophet- There is an ancient tradition that Jeremiah was a descendent of Rachab the harlot. John Lightfoot, commenting on Matthew 1:5, says, "Concerning this matter, the Babylonian Gemara hath these words: ‘Eight prophets and those priests sprung from Rachab, and they are these, Neriah, Baruch , Seraiah, Maaseiah, Jeremiah , Hilkiah, Hanameel, and Shallum.'"(Megilla, folio 142) 3]

3] John Lightfoot, The Whole Works of the Rev. John Lightfoot, D.D, vol 11, ed. John Roger Pitman (London: J. F. Dove, 1823), 12.

Josephus tells us that Jeremiah , the son of Hilkiah, was a priest by birth, "Now these two prophets were priests by birth, but of them Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem, from the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, until the city and temple were utterly destroyed. However, as to what befell this prophet, we will relate it in its proper place." (Antiquities 1051)

The opening verse of Jeremiah confirms that he was of the priests that lived in Anathoth, "The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin:" ( Jeremiah 1:1)

We find a reference to the death of prophet Jeremiah in one of the New Testament apocryphal books entitled The Vision of Paul. In this ancient document Jeremiah tells Paul the apostle that he was stoned to death by the children of Israel. 

"When he had spoken thus far, there came other twelve, and seeing me said: Art thou Paul the glorified in heaven and on earth? And I answered and said: What are ye? The first answered and said: I am Esaias whom Manasses cut asunder with a wooden saw. And the second said likewise: I am Jeremias who was stoned by the children of Israel and slain. And the third said: I am Ezekiel whom the children of Israel dragged by the feet over a rock in a mountain till they knocked out my brains, and we endured all these toils, wishing to save the children of Israel: and I say unto thee that after the toils which they laid upon me, I cast myself on my face in the sight of the Lord praying for them, bending my knees until the second hour of the Lord"s day, till Michael came and lifted me up from the earth. Blessed art thou, Paul, and blessed the nation which believed through thee." (The Vision of Paul, chapter 49) 4]

4] The Vision of Paul, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906), 165.

III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence - Internal evidence supports Jeremiah as the author of the book of prophecy bearing his name.

1. The Text Itself Claims Jeremiah's Authorship- The book itself claims Jeremiah as the author. On twenty-three occasions the text reads, "The word that came to Jeremiah ," or "The words of Jeremiah ," etc.

2. The Scriptures Claim Jeremiah's Authorship - There are a number of passages in the Scriptures that support Jeremiah as the author of his prophecies. Daniel refers to the prophecies of Jeremiah.

Daniel 9:2, "In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem."

The book of Chronicles refers to Jeremiah as a prophet of the Lord.

2 Chronicles 35:25, "And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamentations."

2 Chronicles 36:12, "And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of the LORD."

2 Chronicles 36:21, "To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah , until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years."

2 Chronicles 36:22, "Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,"

Ezra the scribe refers to Jeremiah as a prophet of the Lord.

Ezra 1:1, "Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,"

The Gospel of Matthew reveals that the nation of Israel during the time of Israel saw Jeremiah as a prophet of God and even quotes from his prophecies by using his name.

Matthew 16:14, "And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets."

Matthew 2:17-18, "Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not."

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, we find support that Jeremiah authored his book.

1. The Babylonian Talmud- The Babylonian Talmud says that Jeremiah wrote his own book, Kings and Lamentations , "And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 5]

5] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

2. Old Testament Apocrypha- We find Jeremiah the prophet mentioned in the book of 1Esdras, one of the Old Testament apocryphal books, as a prophet of Israel.

1 Esdras 1:28, "Howbeit Josias did not turn back his chariot from him, but undertook to fight with him, not regarding the words of the prophet Jeremy spoken by the mouth of the Lord:"

1 Esdras 1:57, "Who became servants to him and his children, till the Persians reigned, to fulfil the word of the Lord spoken by the mouth of Jeremy:"

3. Josephus- We are told by Josephus that Jeremiah composed an elegy to lament the death of King Josiah, as well as a description of the destruction of Judah.

"But all the people mourned greatly for him (King Josiah), lamenting and grieving on his account many days; and Jeremiah the prophet composed an elegy to lament him, which is extant till tills time also. Moreover, this prophet denounced beforehand the sad calamities that were coming upon the city. He also left behind him in writing a description of that destruction of our nation which has lately happened in our days, and the taking of Babylon; nor was he the only prophet who delivered such predictions beforehand to the multitude, but so did Ezekiel also, who was the first person that wrote, and left behind him in writing two books concerning these events. Now these two prophets were priests by birth, but of them Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem, from the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, until the city and temple were utterly destroyed. However, as to what befell this prophet, we will relate it in its proper place." (Antiquities 1051)

IV. Date
Jeremiah prophesied to Judah during the reigns of Josiah, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah ( Jeremiah 1:1-3). 

Jeremiah 1:1-3, "The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month."

The reigns of these kings were approximately:

1. Josiah - 637 to 608 B.C. - 31years

2. Jehoiakim - 608 to 597 B.C- 11years 

3. Jehoiachin - 597 B.C- 3months

4. Zedekiah - 597 to 586 B.C- 11years 

He began his call in the thirteenth year of Josiah's reign (624 B.C.) and prophesied until shortly after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C, a total of thirty-eight years.

Jeremiah 25:1-3, "The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and twentieth year, the word of the LORD hath come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened."

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 6]

6] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the kingdom of Israel, the author of the book of Jeremiah chose to write using the literary style of the ancient prophetic literature. Thus, the book of Jeremiah is assigned to the literary genre called "prophecy." Included in the genre of prophecy are the three books of the Old Testament major prophets and twelve minor prophets. 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 7]

7] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Jeremiah , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Jeremiah for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
A. Foundational Theme of the Books of Prophecy (How To Worship the Lord With All thy Mind) - While the book of Psalm and other Hebrew poetry move us to worship God with all of our hearts and the historical narratives and writings inspire us to serve the Lord with all of our strength, the Prophets stir us up to seek God with all our mind as they reveal to us God's eternal plan and destiny for Israel and the Gentiles. The Prophets teach us the future so that we will serve the Lord now in hope of obtaining our eternal, divine destiny. We find several examples in the New Testament as to the purpose of the books of prophecy. In 1 Peter 1:10-12, we are told that these Old Testament prophets did a mental search in order to understand the meaning of their prophecies of the future. They realized that they were speaking of events that would not happen to themselves, but to a future generation.

1 Peter 1:10-12, "Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into."

One story that illustrates the theme of prophetic literature is found in the New Testament. In Acts 8:30-31 we find Philip the evangelist meeting the Ethiopian eunuch in the desert while reading the book of Isaiah. This eunuch was inspired by reading this book of prophecy to seek a deeper understanding of its meaning and of the ways of God. Philip then took the opportunity to instruct him in the ways of righteousness by faith in Christ Jesus ( Acts 8:30-31).

Acts 8:30-31, "And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him."

In John 12:14-16 we see how the Holy Spirit brought the Old Testament prophecies to the remembrance of the early Church so that they could understand the events that took place in the life of Jesus Christ.

John 12:14-16, "And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass"s colt. These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him."

In these three New Testament passages, the prophetic books were used to stir up the minds of men to seek God. In other words, it inspired men to seek God with all of their minds.

1. The Central Theme of Daniel: The Times of the Gentiles - The theme of the book of Daniel is God's Plan of Redemption during the Times of the Gentiles. The book of Daniel stands alone in the Old Testament in its structure and content in much the same way that the book of Revelation is unique to the New Testament. Both are apocalyptic in nature, using symbolic figures to prophesy of future events. Daniel is structured different than the three major prophets, being similar to the books of Ezra , Nehemiah and Esther in its narrative material, while containing a large amount of prophecy. The book of Daniel takes us through the Times of the Gentiles when God divinely works in this group of people to carry out His divine plan of election and redemption. He makes mention of the Kingdom of Heaven from the view of the ages of the worldly kingdoms. Thus, the theme and prophecies of Daniel focus upon the "Times of the Gentiles" from the fall of Jerusalem until the full restoration of the nation of Israel at Christ's Second Coming. Daniel's prophecies encompass the prophecies of Isaiah , Jeremiah and Ezekiel , so that it serves as a foundational book of prophecy.

While the other thirty-eight books of the Old Testament focus upon the nation of Israel, the prophecies in the book of Daniel focus upon the period of human history called the "Times of the Gentiles" and upon the destiny of the Gentile nations from the fall of Jerusalem up until the time when the nation of Israel is fully restored at Christ's Second Coming. Thus, its primary theme is about the period of history called the "Times of the Gentiles". The fall of Jerusalem to King Nebuchadnezzar began this period of human history and it will last until the time when Christ returns again and usher the world into the thousand-year Millennial Reign. At that time Christ will rule and reign from the holy city of Jerusalem and the nation of Israel will again take center stage and be restored to its fullness. The prophet Daniel ministered directly to the Babylonian kings. As a result he was given insight into the "Time of the Gentiles." However, this Jewish Old Testament writing ministers to the Jews as well in that it tells them when their nation will be fully restored and when their Messiah will come to deliver them from the oppression of the Gentiles. Thus, we can then see the importance of Daniel's understanding of the seventy-year prophecy of Jeremiah. He understood by a vision that a temporary restoration would take place in a seventy-year period, but that a full restoration would not be accomplished until a seventy-week period was fulfilled. 

The book of Daniel weaves the theme of God's sovereign power and destiny for mankind within the revelation of the Times of the Gentiles. Despite the historical setting of the destruction of Jerusalem and enslavement of God's people, these prophecies clearly show that the God of Israel is still on the throne and determining the outcome of mankind. Thus, the foreknowledge of God the Father is the underlying theme of the Old Testament with the book of Daniel being given special emphasis upon the destiny of the Gentile nations as they are a part of God's redemptive plan for mankind.

The prophet Daniel was a contemporary of Ezekiel. While Daniel was ministering to the kings of the Gentile nations, Ezekiel was providing comfort and hope to the Jews in Babylonian captivity. If we compare their two ministries, we see that they both served to provide to the Jews a hope of future restoration. Daniel's prophecies emphasize their restoration from the time frame of the Age of the Gentiles, while Ezekiel's prophecies reveal Israel's restoration from the perspective of a clear understanding of divine judgment upon His people Israel, His pending judgment upon their enemies and their future restoration. Although Ezekiel did prophesy about the judgment of those nations surrounding Israel, his main focus reveals the rebirth and establishment of Israel, while Daniel focused upon the rise and fall of the Gentile nations. In addition, both prophets show us that all nations will one day be made subject to the Ancient of Days, the King of Kings, when Jesus Christ will rule and reign over this earth with His saints. The book of Daniel plays an important role in the books of the prophets in that it sets a framework and timelines for all other prophetic events to take place. Daniel literally predicted the year A.D 27 as the year of the Messiah's atonement. Although the prophet Isaiah , as well as King David in Psalm 22, described the coming and death of the Messiah, Daniel established the timeline for Christ's first and second Coming.

If we compare the three prophetic books of Ezekiel , Daniel and Revelation , we can make the following observations. Regarding the end-time events, Daniel addresses the Gentiles, Ezekiel addresses the Jews on these same events, and the book of Revelation addresses the Church on this subject. The book of Ezekiel was written to the people of Israel to help them persevere through their time of persecutions during the Babylonian Captivity; but the book of Revelation was addressed to the Church, and not to the Jews, to help them persevere until the end. Therefore, Ezekiel speaks of three major events that relate to the nation of Israel leading up to the ushering in of the Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus, which are the restoration of Israel (36-37), the great battle with Russia and its allies (38-39) and the rebuilding of the Temple with its institution of worship (40-48). These are the three important events that will involve Israel during these last days leading up to and through the seven-year Tribulation Period. Thus, Ezekiel tells of these end-time events from the perspective of Israel. In contrast, the book of Daniel tells of Christ's Second Coming from the perspective of the Gentile nations. Finally, the book of Revelation tells of the end-time events from the perspective of the Church. 

Finally, it is interesting to note how the prayers of the saints throughout history determined the outcome of many historical events within God's framework of His plan of redemption. This reveals the important role of God's people in shaping history for good by overcoming evil. Thus, both God and men have a role to plan in God's eternal plan of redemption for mankind.

2. The Three Major Prophets: Israel's Redemption through the Father, the Song of Solomon , and the Holy Spirit- As we study the life of the three Major Prophets, we see how each of them received a divine visitation from the Lord that launched them into their respective ministries. In these visitations, they received their unique commissions. For example, the books of Isaiah , Jeremiah and Ezekiel all have a common opening in that each one of them has an encounter with the Lord. Isaiah sees the glory of the Lord upon His majestic throne. Jeremiah was overwhelmed with the word of the Lord as it came to him with visions revealing God's judgment upon Judah and other nations. Ezekiel saw the living creatures going forth before the throne of God, exalted high in the heaven. In contrast, the twelve Major Prophets did not receive such a divine visitation in order to commission them. 

One reason why these three prophets received such a mighty visitation is understood in a comment by Kenneth Hagin, who said that when the Lord gives us a vision or a word for the future, it often precedes a trial, and is used to anchor our soul and take us through the trial. 8] If we look at the lives of the three Major Prophets, this is exactly what we see. These three men faced enormous trials and objections during their ministries. Their divine commissions certain were the anchor of their souls as it gave them strength and assurance that they were in God's will despite their difficulties. We see such dramatic encounters in the lives of Moses and Saul of Tarsus, as God gave them their divine commissions for a work that was difficult and even cost them their lives.

8] Kenneth Hagin, Following God's Plan For Your Life (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994), 118.

a) The Central Theme of Jeremiah: Israel's Redemption Through God the Father's Foreknowledge- The prophecies of Jeremiah emphasizes God the Father's divine timeline of judgment and redemption for the nation of Israel and Gentile nations, as stated in its opening passage ( Jeremiah 1:10). Jeremiah's prophecy of Israel's seventy-year captivity serves as God's remedy for divine judgment upon His people Israel before He can bring about their restoration. God also called Jeremiah to judge the nations ( Jeremiah 1:10) in preparation for the coming of the Messiah. Thus, we can see how Jeremiah's prophecies ushered in the Times of the Gentiles.

Jeremiah 1:10, "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant."

Jeremiah also spoke of the rise and fall of Babylon and gave prophecies of other nations besides Israel. The prophecy of Israel's seventy-year Captivity was perhaps the most important prophecy he made because it dealt with the nation of Israel and gave us a timeline of the Last Days. We find a two-fold fulfillment in this prophecy when studying Daniel 9. Jeremiah was speaking of the Jews returning to Jerusalem after a literal 70-year period. The angel explained to Daniel that this prophecy also served as a prediction of the time of the Messiah's First and Second Coming. Thus, Jeremiah places emphasis upon God the Father's foreknowledge of Israel's redemption as well as the Gentile nations in that he shows us a time-table for God's plan of redemption. Thus, God's remedy for divine judgment is to bring about full redemption to Israel and the nations through the First and Second Coming of the Messiah. 

b) The Central Theme of Isaiah: Israel's Redemption Through Jesus the Son's Justification- The prophecies of Isaiah emphasize the cleansing of the rebellious nation of Israel, as stated in its opening verses ( Isaiah 1:2). The prophet calls them to repentance by saying, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool," ( Jeremiah 1:18). He will explain how this cleansing works later in chapters 52-53by giving them a lengthy description of Christ's sacrificial death on Calvary as a reference to Jesus' first coming. This is because the remedy for rebellion is reconciliation, and God chose Calvary as the means of reconciling Israel and the Gentiles back unto Himself. We may be able to say that Isaiah focuses upon the justification of God's people which was accomplished by Jesus' work on Calvary. 9]

9] The book of Isaiah is sometimes referred to as "the Gospel of the Old Testament" or "the Gospel of Isaiah" because the emphasis upon the redemptive work of Jesus Christ is well recognized. Literary evidence is offered by Davies and Allison, who note that half of the Old Testament quotes found in the Gospel of Matthew come from the book of Isaiah. See W. D. Davies and Dale C. Allison, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel According to Saint Matthew: Commentary on Matthew XIX-XXVIII, vol 3, in The International Critical Commentary (London: T. & T. Clark Ltd, 1988), 575.

In his commission, Isaiah found himself unclean before the throne of God and received cleansing by the angel from the live coals of fire being placed upon his tongue. He was then told to preach a message of conversion and healing to a rebellions people. We see this message in the preaching of Jesus Christ. Thus, in this vision we see the theme of justification.

God then told Isaiah to speak to a rebellious people that will reject his message so that they are scattered and a remnant allowed to remain ( Isaiah 6:9-13). Isaiah's prophecies were two-fold in application also. They were fulfilled by the carrying away of the Babylonian Captivity. They were also prophetic of the Messiah's First Coming. Thus, they had a two-fold application. Isaiah places emphasis upon Jesus' work of Calvary, which offers justification to a sinful world. Thus, the remedy for Israel's rebellion is provided for in justification through the coming Messiah.

c) The Central Theme of Ezekiel: Israel's Redemption Through the Holy Spirit's Sanctification and Future Glorification - Ezekiel emphasizes Israel's future restoration through the rebirth of the nation and building of the new temple that will allow God to once again dwell with men. At his commission the prophet Ezekiel had a vision of four creatures that were sent from the throne of God to set in motion God's divine plan of the restoration of the nation of Israel. This is why God gave to Ezekiel three major prophecies regarding the role of Israel's during the times leading up to Christ Jesus' Second Coming. He closes his prophecies by telling about God's three-fold method of restoring Israel to its fullness through (1) the restoration of the nation, (2) the battle of Armageddon and (3) the rebuilding of the Temple, for this is the method in which God has chosen to restore His people. In this vision we see the theme of glorification emphasized as Ezekiel seems to focus upon the glorification of God's people Israel at the time of Christ's second coming.

3. The Central Theme of the Twelve Minor Prophets - The twelve Minor Prophets carry the themes of the three Major Prophets. Hosea reveals the heart of God by showing His unfailing love for His people. Micah emphasizes the birth of Jesus and deliverance of God's people, and he portrays the Messiah as the Shepherd of Israel. Jonah emphasizes Jesus' resurrection after three days in the grave, and His provision of justification for the ungodly. Zechariah is the most Messianic of the twelve minor prophets, giving more prophecies of Jesus' life and passion than any of these others.


Figure 1 - Thematic Scheme of Prophet Books

C. Third (Imperative) Theme of the Book of Jeremiah - Israel Must Place Their Hope in God's Promise to Redeem Israel
IX. Literary Structure
X. Outline of Book
Here is a proposed outline of the book of Jeremiah:

Superscription to the Book — Jeremiah 1:1-3
Jeremiah's Divine Commission — Jeremiah 1:4-19
Collection of Prophecies Against Jerusalem — Jeremiah 2:1 to Jeremiah 33:26
Jeremiah's 1st Prophecy Against Jerusalem— Jeremiah 2:1 to Jeremiah 3:5
Jeremiah's 2nd Prophecy Against Jerusalem— Jeremiah 3:6 to Jeremiah 6:30
Jeremiah's 2nd Prophecy Against Jerusalem — Jeremiah 7:1 to Jeremiah 10:25
Historical Appendix— Jeremiah 34:1 to Jeremiah 45:5
Prophecy to Baruch— Jeremiah 45:1-5
Prophecies Against the Nations— Jeremiah 46:1 to Jeremiah 51:64
1. Prophecy Against Egypt— Jeremiah 46:2-28
2. Prophecy Against the Philistines— Jeremiah 47:1-7
3. Prophecy Against Moab— Jeremiah 48:1-47
4. Prophecy Against the Ammonites— Jeremiah 49:1-6
5. Prophecy Against Edom— Jeremiah 49:7-22
6. Prophecy Against Damascus— Jeremiah 49:23-27
7. Prophecy Against Kedar and Hazor— Jeremiah 49:28-33
8. Prophecy Against Elam— Jeremiah 49:34-39
9. Prophecy Against Babylon— Jeremiah 50:1 to Jeremiah 51:64
The Third Siege Against Jerusalem— Jeremiah 52:1-34—
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-3 

Superscription to the Book of Jeremiah - Jeremiah 1:1-3 contains the superscription to the book of Jeremiah , identifying the prophet ( Jeremiah 1:1) and placing his office and ministry as a prophet to Israel within a specific scope of time ( Jeremiah 1:2-3).

Jeremiah 1:1 The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin:
Jeremiah 1:1 — Comments - The Manner in which Divine Oracles were Delivered unto the Prophets- God spoke through the Old Testament prophets in various ways, as the author of the epistle of Hebrews says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets…" ( Hebrews 1:1). The Lord spoke divine oracles ( מַשָּׂא) through the Old Testament prophets in three general ways, as recorded in the book of Hosea , "I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets." ( Hosea 12:10) (NKJV) In other words, the prophets spoke to Israel through the words they received, they described divine visions to the people, and they acted out as divine drama an oracle from the Lord.

(1) The Word of the Lord Came to the Prophets- God gave the prophets divine pronouncements to deliver to the people, as with Hosea 1:1. The opening verses of a number of prophetic books say, "the word of the Lord came to the prophet…" Thus, these prophets received a divine utterance from the Lord.

(2) The Prophets Received Divine Visions- God gave the prophets divine visions ( חָזוֹן), so they prophesied what they saw ( חזה) (to see). Thus, these two Hebrew words are found in Isaiah 1:1, Obadiah 1:1, Nahum 1:1, and Habakkuk 1:1. Ezekiel saw visions ( מַרְאָה) of God.

(3) God Told the Prophets to Deliver Visual Aids as Symbols of Divine Oracles- God asked the prophets to demonstrate divine oracles to the people through symbolic language. For example, Isaiah walked naked for three years as a symbol of Assyria's dominion over Egypt and Ethiopia ( Isaiah 20:1-6). Ezekiel demonstrated the siege of Jerusalem using clay tiles ( Ezekiel 4:1-3), then he laid on his left side for many days, then on his right side, to demonstrate that God will require Israel to bear its iniquities.

Jeremiah 1:2 To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 
Jeremiah 1:3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.
Jeremiah 1:2-3 — Comments - The Dates of Jeremiah's Ministry- Jeremiah the prophet ministered during the reigns of four kings of Judah, from approximately 627 to 586 B.C, a period of about forty years.

1. Josiah - 640 to 608 B.C. - 31years — His thirteenth year Isaiah 627 B.C.

2. Jehoiakim - 608 to 597 B.C- 11years 

3. Jehoiachin - 597 B.C- 3months

4. Zedekiah - 597 to 587 B.C- 11years — His eleventh year Isaiah 587 B.C



Verses 4-19 

Jeremiah's Divine Commission - In Jeremiah 1:1-19 we have the account of the prophet's calling into the ministry through a divine visitation from the Lord. This may well have been his first supernatural encounter with the Lord. Each of the Major Prophets received a divine visitation in which the Lord calls them and gives them a specific ministry and message to bring to the children of Israel. For Jeremiah , it was to prophesy over the nations to bring about God's plan of redemption for Israel and the nations.

We often find a divine commission at the beginning of the story of God' servants in the Scriptures. We see in the book of Genesis that Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob each received their commissions at the beginning of their genealogies, which divide the book of Genesis into major divisions. We also see how Moses received his divine commission near the beginning of his story found within Exodus to Deuteronomy. Joshua received his commission in the first few verses of the book of Joshua. In addition, we see that Isaiah ,, Jeremiah , and Ezekiel each received a divine commission at the beginning of their ministries. The book of Ezra opens with a divine call to rebuild the Temple and the book of Nehemiah begins with a call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which callings Ezra and Nehemiah answered. In the New Testament, we find Paul the apostle receiving his divine commission in Acts 9:1-22 at the beginning of the lengthy section on Paul's life and ministry. 

Each of these divine callings can be found within God's original commission to Adam in the story of Creation to be fruitful and multiply. For these men were called to bring the about the multiplication of godly seeds. The patriarchs were called to multiply and produce a nation of righteousness. Moses was called to bring Israel out of bondage, but missed his calling to bring them into the Promised Land. Joshua was called to bring them in to the land. Esther was called to preserve the seed of Israel as was Noah, while Ezra and Nehemiah were called to bring them back into the Promised Land. All of the Judges , the kings and the prophets were called to call the children of Israel out of sin and bondage and into obedience and prosperity. They were all called to bring God's children out of bondage and destruction and into God's blessings and multiplication. The stories in the Old Testament show us that some of these men fulfilled their divine commission while others either fell short through disobedience or were too wicked to hear their calling from God.

Isaiah's vision and commission is recorded in Isaiah 6:1-13. This commission reflects the atoning work of Christ in that the prophet's call to pronounce Israel's sins is rejected by his people in the same way Jesus' atonement will be rejected by the Jews centuries later. In contrast, Jeremiah's commission reflects the office and ministry of God the Father's divine plan of redemption in that the prophet is set over nations to "root out, pull down, destroy, throw down, build and plant." 

Jeremiah 1:4-19 — Jeremiah's Divine Commission (Divine Foreknowledge: Predestination and Calling) - The first acts of God's redemption in each of our lives in His divine foreknowledge of all things is our predestination and calling. Jeremiah 1:4-19 reveals these aspects of God's redemptive work in the life of the prophet Jeremiah. God revealed His divine predestination to Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:4-8. We see God's predestined plan for him in the words, "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations," ( Jeremiah 1:5), and "for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak," ( Jeremiah 1:8). God then called him in Jeremiah 1:9-19.

Jeremiah 1:4-8 — God's Predestined Plan for Jeremiah - In Jeremiah 1:4-8 the Lord reveals the plan that He has predestined for the prophet from eternity past. This is the first step in God's redemptive work in every man's life.

Jeremiah 1:4 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
Jeremiah 1:5 — Comments- Each of the Major Prophets will emphasize one of the members of the Trinity. Jeremiah will emphasize the redemptive work of God the Father, Isaiah will emphasize the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, and Ezekiel will emphasize the redemptive work of the Holy Spirit. Thus, in Jeremiah 1:5 we see God the Father's foreknowledge of Jeremiah emphasized. We know according to Romans 8:29-30 that the Father's foreknowledge consists of predestination, calling, justification and glorification. 

Romans 8:29-30, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."

Two of these phases, predestination and calling, are being emphasized in Jeremiah 1:5 for God knew him before Jeremiah was born, and ordained him to be a prophet unto the nations. 

Jeremiah 1:6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.
Jeremiah 1:6 — Comments- Jeremiah told the Lord that he could not speak because he was just a youth. This would probably mean that he was under the age of twenty, most likely a teenager. In other words, he did not have the authority to speak as an adult in his culture, particularly to the leaders and elders. He did not think that the adults would listen to what he had to say. Thus, the Lord responded by delegating to him authority over nations and kingdoms. In contrast, when Moses told the Lord that he could not speak ( Exodus 4:10), he was referring to his speech impediment. In this case, God gave to him his own brother Aaron as his spokesman.

Why would God choose a youth to speak to a nation of elders? In looking for an answer to this question, it has been my observation that young people who have been properly schooled look for a purpose in life and often want to change the things that are wrong in their society. These young people have the zeal and energy, though they often lack the wisdom and influence. In contract, the elders and leaders of many societies have been too corrupted to be of any benefit to help others. These older people have allowed society to corrupt them, rather than them changing their society. Therefore, God mostly likely choose a young man like Jeremiah who had the zeal, and was willing to trust the Lord for the anointing and divine protection and be obedient to speak the words of the Lord.

Jeremiah 1:7 But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.
Jeremiah 1:8 Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 1:9-19 — God's Calling for Jeremiah - After God reveals to Jeremiah what he was predestined to do in Jeremiah 1:4-8 the Lord then calls him to this task in Jeremiah 1:9-19. In this passage of Scripture, the Lord equips him by touching, or anointing, his lips for prophecy ( Jeremiah 1:9-10).

Jeremiah 1:9 Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.
Jeremiah 1:9 — Comments- The phrase "the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah" will be used repeatedly throughout the book of Jeremiah. This prophet was faithful to obey the Lord each time God gave him a divine word to proclaim despite the hardships that it brought him.

Jeremiah 1:10 See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.
Jeremiah 1:10 — Comments - Jeremiah's Divine Commission- In Jeremiah 1:10 the Lord gives to this young man his calling for his life. His prophetic ministry was for the purpose of establishing the destinies of Israel and the Gentile nations in accordance to God's overall divine plan of redemption for mankind, which is reflected in Jeremiah's divine commission, "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant." Thus, the book of Jeremiah emphasizes the office and ministry of God the Father as He establishes His plan of redemption for Israel. In fact, the Jews saw Jeremiah's prophecy of the seventy-year restoration of Israel as a key verse in this book because the angel Gabriel came to Daniel and interpreted this prophecy for him as a two-fold meaning of a literal seventy-year period when Israel will return and rebuild Jerusalem, but also figuratively of a four hundred ninety-year period when the Messiah will appear ( Daniel 9:20-27).

Jeremiah 29:10, "For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place."

In contrast to Jeremiah's ministry, the Lord gives Isaiah the calling to preach to a people who would reject his message and be judged by the Lord. A remnant would be preserved by God and later used to restore the nation of Israel as an appointed time. Isaiah's calling is figurative of the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ at His First Coming, when the Jews rejected Him and crucified Him. Thus, Jesus told His disciples how His earthly ministry was a fulfillment of the Lord's words in Isaiah 6:9-10. The restoration of Israel will take place at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, the book of Isaiah emphasizes the office and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in His role of redemption for the nation of Israel.

Matthew 13:13-14, "Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:"

When we compare the third major prophet Ezekiel to the other two prophets, we see how he places emphasis upon the role of the Holy Spirit in restoring the children of Israel. In fact, a popular passage quoted from the book of Ezekiel is Ezekiel 36:25-28, which tells us that God will put a new spirit within them. 

Ezekiel 36:25-28, "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God."

Jeremiah 1:10 — Comments - The Authority of Speaking God's Word- God used Jeremiah to put in motion God's Word against Israel by speaking them into existence ( James 3:6).

James 3:6, "And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell."

Jeremiah received spiritual authority ordained of God ( 2 Corinthians 10:4-6, Revelation 11:3-6).

2 Corinthians 10:4-6 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled."

Revelation 11:3-6, "And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will."

Jeremiah 1:10 — Comments - The High Calling of the Ministry- I was praying about the divine calling of God on a man's life. I prayed and asked the Lord to show me this high calling. Jeremiah 1:10 quickly came to my remembrance. As I read it, I saw that the calling of God is above those who lead nations and rule over Kingdoms. (December 19, 1992)

The office of a divine ministry is the highest calling in a society. For example, President Lyndon B. Johnson once asked Billy Graham to considering running for President of the U.S. He said that he would never run for President, and if elected he would not serve. 10] Billy Graham believed that the calling of God into the ministry was a higher calling than the office of the President.

10] Billy Graham, Just as I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1997), 410-411.

Jeremiah 1:10 — Scripture Reference - Note a similar passage of Scripture:

Jeremiah 31:28, "And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LORD."

Jeremiah 1:11 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah , what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree.
Jeremiah 1:11 — Word Study on "the rod" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rod" "maqqel" ( מַקֵּל) (H 4731) means, "a shoot, a stick, a rod, a staff," and is derived from an unused root meaning, "to germinate." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 18 times in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as "rod 8, staff 7, stave 2, handstave + 030271."

Jeremiah 1:11 — Word Study on "an almond" - Strong says the Hebrew word "almond" "shaqed" ( שָׁקֵד) (H 8247) means "almond, almond tree," and is derived from the verb "sahqad" ( שָׁקַד) (H 8245), which means, "to be alert, watch for, hasten." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 4times in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as "almond 2, almond tree 2."

Jeremiah 1:12 — Comments- From the context of the vision of the almond branch, it appears that Jeremiah saw the budding branch of an almond tree, which was a well-known tree in the land of Palestine (ISBE). 11] However, some scholars suggest that this was a dry rod, and thus, a rod used for discipline and correction. However, if it was a dried rod, Jeremiah would not so easily have identified the type of tree.

11] E. W. G. Masterman, "Almond," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Jeremiah 1:12 Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it.
Jeremiah 1:12 — Word Study on "I will hasten" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hasten" "sahqad" ( שָׁקַד) (H 8245) is a primitive root, which means, "to be alert, watch for, hasten." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 12times in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as "watch 9, wake 1, remain 1, hasten 1."

Jeremiah 1:11-12 — Comments- The Vision of the Almond Branch - The first vision that the Lord gave to Jeremiah was of an almond branch. In this brief vision, the Lord shows Jeremiah the branch, or budding, of an almond tree, then tells him that God would watch over His words so that they would be sure to come to pass. The significance of the almond branch is that it was one of the earliest trees to bud in the spring season of the year, announcing that winter was ending. Thus, the people of Palestine watched for the budding of the almond tree as a sure proclamation that one season was past and a new season was beginning. In the same way, the Lord will watch over the prophetic words that Jeremiah proclaims to make sure their season of fulfillment comes to pass. 

It is important to note that this passage of Scripture uses a word play to emphasize key statements. The Hebrew noun "shaqed" ( שָׁקֵד) (H 8247) "almond," and verb "sahqad" ( שָׁקַד) "to be alert, hasten," are literally the same word in the original Hebrew language, with the vowel marks being added centuries later by the Massorites. Thus, God is using a play on words in this vision and its interpretation.

Jeremiah 1:13-16 — The Vision of the Boiling Pot - The second vision that the Lord gave to Jeremiah was of a boiling pot. Boiling water was a part of everyday life in these cultures. We know from Ezekiel's prophecy ( Ezekiel 24:1-14) that the boiling pot represented the armies of Babylon coming upon the land of Judah. 

Jeremiah 1:13 And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north.
Jeremiah 1:13 — "and the face thereof is toward the north" - Comments- Most scholarship agrees that this boiling pot was tilted towards Jerusalem. Adam Clarke agrees with the translation of the word "toward" to be "from the face of"; for the next verse reads, "Out of the north an evil shall break forth…" 12] Most modern English translations follow this meaning.

12] Adam Clarke, Jeremiah , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Jeremiah 1:13.

ASV, "And the word of Jehovah came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a boiling caldron; and the face thereof is from the north."

NIV, "The word of the LORD came to me again: "What do you see?" "I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north," I answered.

RSV, "The word of the LORD came to me a second time, saying, "What do you see?" And I said, "I see a boiling pot, facing away from the north."

YLT, "And there is a word of Jehovah unto me a second time, saying, `What art thou seeing?" And I say, `A blown pot I am seeing, and its face is from the north."

However, the ancient LXX follows the idea of the pot facing towards the north.

Brenton, "the word of the Lord came to me a second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, A caldron on the fire; and the face of it is toward the north."

Jeremiah 1:14 Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land.
Jeremiah 1:15 For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah.
Jeremiah 1:15 — "and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem" - Comments- The gates of ancients was the traditional place for leaders and judges to pass judgment. This phrase in Jeremiah implies that their enemies will possess then entire land and impose their governmental powers upon the region of Judea.

Jeremiah 1:16 And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.
Jeremiah 1:16 — "And I will utter my judgments against them" - Comments- These divine utterances are to be proclaimed by Jeremiah the prophet.

Jeremiah 1:17 Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.
Jeremiah 1:17 — Comments- God knew Jeremiah's heart when He gave him this divine commission. Jeremiah was young and hesitant to stand before kings and people and speak boldly in the name of the Lord. He was afraid of their faces speaking publicly was new to him. However, the remedy for this spiritual ailment was to stand up, to open his mouth and speak forth the words that God gave to him. This is the only cure for this type of fear. We all face this feeling as young preachers. However, as we crucify our flesh and stand up to speak, it becomes easier. Jeremiah did overcome this timidity and spoke fearlessly all the days of his life, even when it almost cost him his life.

Jeremiah 1:18 For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.
Jeremiah 1:18 — Comments- The Lord lists the leadership of Judah in descending the order of authority, beginning with the kings, princes, priests, then the common people.

Jeremiah 1:19 And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.
Jeremiah 1:19 — Comments- Jeremiah will face hardships because of his ministry, but God promises to deliver him from all persecutions. David, the king and psalmist of Israel, knew of these afflictions and of God's faithfulness to deliver him ( Psalm 34:19). 

Psalm 34:19, "Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-5 

Jeremiah's First Prophecy Against Jerusalem - Jeremiah 2:1 to Jeremiah 3:5 contains what is likely Jeremiah's first prophecy against the children of Jerusalem. We can date it to the time of Josiah's reign from the statement made in Jeremiah 3:6, "The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king," which immediately follows this prophecy.



Verses 1-37 

Jeremiah 2:8 The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.
Jeremiah 2:8 — "they that handle the Law knew me not" - Comments- Like the days of Jesus, Israel did not understand the Law ( John 5:39-40). 

John 5:39-40, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life."

Jeremiah 2:13 For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.
Jeremiah 2:13 — Comments- In nature, living water is that water which flows from fresh springs, giving oxygen and life to otherwise stagnant and dead water. The water in these cisterns would be stale and stagnant compared to the fresh, cool spring waters flowing from the mountains. What is worse than stale water in cisterns, but broken cisterns that are empty and dry to a thirsty soul.

Jeremiah 2:22 For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD.
Jeremiah 2:22 — Word Study on "nitre" - Strong says the Hebrew word "nitre" "nether" ( נֶתר) (H 5427) means, "mineral potash." Webster defines "potash" as "The hydroxide of potassium hydrate, a hard white brittle substance, KOH, having strong caustic and alkaline properties; -- hence called also caustic potash." Webster defines nitre as "A white crystalline semitransparent salt; potassium nitrate; saltpeter." Other English translations for Jeremiah 2:22 use the word "lye" (ASV, RSV). Webster defines lye as "A strong caustic alkaline solution of potassium salts, obtained by leaching wood ashes. It is much used in making soap, etc." This Hebrew word is found only twice in the Old Testament Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as "nitre 2." The other use is found in Proverbs 25:20.

Proverbs 25:20, "As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart."

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-25 

Jeremiah 3:4 Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?
Jeremiah 3:4 — "My father" - Comments- The description of the God of Israel as "Father" is extremely rare in the Old Testament Scriptures. It was first used by David the psalmist ( Psalm 2:7; Psalm 89:26), then by Isaiah ( Isaiah 63:16; Isaiah 64:8), then by Jeremiah ( Jeremiah 3:4), and finally by Malachi ( Malachi 2:10).

Jeremiah 3:15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.
Jeremiah 3:15 — Illustration- King David was a pastor who fed God"s children the statutes of God.

Jeremiah 3:16 And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.
Jeremiah 3:16 — Comments- In Jeremiah 3:16 Jeremiah predicts the forsaking of the Levitical system and the loss of the ark of the covenant, both of which took place when Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 586 B.C.

Jeremiah 3:17 At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.
Jeremiah 3:18 In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.
Jeremiah 3:19 But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.
Jeremiah 3:19 — "and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father" - Comments- In Matthew 6:9, Jesus teaches the Jews to address God as "our father," or "my father."

Matthew 6:9, "After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-31 

Jeremiah 4:3 For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.
Jeremiah 4:3 — "Break up your fallow ground" - Comments- Fallow ground is a figurative term for the heart of man. See the Parable of the Sower in Mark 4:1-20. The term "fallow ground" is also used in Hosea 10:12, "Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you."

Jeremiah 4:3 — Comments- In the early spring of 1994Bob Seymour received a vision from God while in Ireland regarding the coming of revival that helped him to understand why laughter had become so much a part of revivals that was taking place during the 1990's. In this vision he say what looked like a children's storybook entitled "Pre-revival". The book contained a picture of a woman's womb with twins in her womb. The Lord spoke to him and said that the son of the left was the son of tears with its four accompanying characteristics of crying, weeping groaning and mourning. The son of the right was the son of laughter with its four accompanying characteristics of joy, gladness, hilarity and exuberance. When he turned the page he saw these two sons of tears and laughter in their adolescence moving through crowds of saints in church services touching them by laying hands upon them many times as well as alternately. When Pastor Seymour asked the Lord why tears and laughter were prerequisites to revival, the Lord showed him this vision. He saw a well-worn pathway upon which the rain simply ran off without soaking into its soil because it was too compact for the water to penetrate so that the soil could not receive the rain. The rain simply flowed over its surface. Then at the end of the pathway he saw these two boys plowing up the compacted path. At first it came up in huge lumps, but was soon broken up into smaller pieces. Then the Lord's hand came down and ground up the soil into a fine texture. The Lord then said, "The seeds of revival have landed on the path for many years, but the soil was not ready to receive them. Now the seeds will be planted and the plants will grow and be harvested with much fruit. For I will pour my rain on a thirsty soil and the seed will germinate." While he saw this vision, there rang in his ears two verses of Scripture, Jeremiah 4:3 and Hosea 10:12 about the fallow ground. Then he understood why laughter was a part of tears in bringing revival since these characteristics prepare our hearts to receive from God. 13]

13] Bob Seymour, "Sermon on Relationships," Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas, 28 September 1995.

As a seminary student I once heard a seasoned professor say that if you can get your class to laugh, then they would believe anything you said to them. In other words, laughter as well as tears opens our hearts.

Jeremiah 4:22 For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge.
Jeremiah 4:22 — "they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge" - Comments- Note a similar description to Paul's description to the Church in 1 Corinthians 14:20, "Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men."

Jeremiah 4:23 I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.
Jeremiah 4:23 — Comments- Note that this description is similar to Genesis 1:2, "And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."

05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-30 

Jeremiah 6:1 O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: for evil appeareth out of the north, and great destruction.
Jeremiah 6:1 — Word Study on "Tekoa" - The Hebrew name "Tekoa" "tekoah" ( תְּקֹועַ) (H 8620) - The word Tekoa means, "pitching" (Gesenius), or "that is confirmed" (PTW). The name Tekoah is found seven times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as Tekoa 6, Tekoah 1 ( 2 Samuel 14:2, 1 Chronicles 2:24; 1 Chronicles 4:5; 1 Chronicles 11:6; 1 Chronicles 20:20, Jeremiah 6:1, Amos 1:1) 

Comments - The town of Tekoa is of little renown in Israel's history. From there Joab fetched a wise woman to help him reconcile King David with Absalom ( 2 Samuel 14:2). It became a city of fortification under the reign of Rehoboam ( 2 Chronicles 11:6, Josephus, Antiquities 8101), for which reason Jeremiah would later prophecy concerning this southern outpost, "blow the trumpet in Tekoa" as a warning of approaching danger to Israel ( Jeremiah 6:1). In the wilderness of Tekoa Jehoshaphat stopped to encourage the children of Israel before their battle with the Moabites and Ammonites, and where he appointed singers to lead in battle array ( 2 Chronicles 20:20). Finally, it was known as the home of the prophet Amos.

Jeremiah 6:1 — Word Study on "Bethhaccerem" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Bethhaccerem" "Beyth hak-Kerem" ( בֵּית־הַכֶּרֶם) (H 1021) means, "house of the vineyard." The Enhanced Strong says it is found two times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Bethhaccerem 2." It is also found in Nehemiah 3:14.

Nehemiah 3:14, "But the dung gate repaired Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler of part of Bethhaccerem; he built it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof."

Comments- Bethhaccerem was a town in Judah that may have built a beacon station.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-34 

Jeremiah 7:11 Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 7:11 — Comments - Jesus most likely used the phrase "a den of robbers" from this passage of Scripture in Jeremiah 7:11 when He cleanses the Temple at the end of His earthly ministry ( Matthew 21:12-13).

Jeremiah 7:15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim.
Jeremiah 7:15 — "even the whole seed of Ephraim" - Comments - Ephraim was the younger of Joseph's two sons. Jacob preferred Ephraim above Manasseh when he blessed them upon his deathbed. We find here, and often in the prophetic writings, that the name of Ephraim is used symbolically to represent Northern Israel. The Assyrians destroyed the northern kingdom in 722 B.C. Jeremiah 7:15 makes a reference to this event, which took place approximately one hundred years before Jeremiah's prophecy. 

Jeremiah 7:16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee.
Jeremiah 7:16 — Comments - There is a place of no deliverance which man can bring himself after continued rebellion against God. Proverbs 29:1; Proverbs 6:15 tell us that a person who has often rejected counsel will come to a place where there is no longer a place of repentance to be found. 

Proverbs 29:1, " Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."

Proverbs 6:15, "Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy."

The nation of Judah came to this point because of the hardness of the people's heart towards the truth. In Jeremiah 7:16, the Lord told Jeremiah not to pray for them. Note a similar verse in 2 Chronicles 36:16, "But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy."

Jeremiah 7:22 For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices:
Jeremiah 7:22 — "concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices" - Comments - F. F. Bruce prefers the rendering "for the sake of burnt offerings or sacrifices". 14] In other words, God did not bring the children of Israel out from bondage for the sake of subjecting them to ritual sacrifices. His purpose was to give them a way of expressing their love and obedience to Him through the system of offering sacrifices.

14] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 46-47.

Jeremiah 7:27-34 — Comments - Destruction Upon Jerusalem- I turned to Jeremiah 7:28-34 today and read these words of divine judgment against the nation of Judah. This passage in Jeremiah is referring to a people who have totally abandoned God to the point that they will not repent or turn to God despite rebuke and chastisement ( Jeremiah 7:21-28). The only remedy left is destruction. They were so depraved that God told Jeremiah not to even pray for them ( Jeremiah 7:16). As a result, God told them through Jeremiah the prophet that they would be utter destroyed. 

As I read this passage in Jeremiah 7:28-34 I found it to be so descriptive of the horrible tsunami, or tidal wave, that had just struck Southeast Asia and India last week, Dec 26th, 2004. The death toll is now up to 155 ,000 and climbing. I have just watched news videos of people being washed away by these tidal waves where entire communities were destroyed, where there are still many regions of these nations that the government and military have not been able to reach. I could not have been given a better visual description of this passage in Jeremiah than the news that I had just finished watching on television. 

For example, This is a region of the world that has largely forsaken God for other vain religions. The truth has been cut off from their mouths and they do not even know the name of God, just like in the days of Jeremiah's prophecy to Judah ( Jeremiah 7:27-28). The people have move to "high places" in fear of additional floods ( Jeremiah 7:29) The cutting off of the hair represents mourning and these people are truly following their traditional methods of mourning, just as the Jews did by shaving their heads and sitting in sackcloth and ashes. There are statues of Buddha sitting submerged in water and their religious houses are houses of idols, rather than houses of worship to the Lord God ( Jeremiah 7:30). Parents have been separated from children, and the news is reporting that the airports are not allowing children to be taken out of the country by adults because of the enormous problem of child trafficking, which has plagued this region for years ( Jeremiah 7:31). In other words, to the say degree of depravity that Judah found itself in with child sacrifices, so do these Asian cultures today treat their children with acts of inhuman abuse, such as child trafficking. There seems to be no room to bury the dead except in mass graves because of the massive number of dead ( Jeremiah 7:32). The word "slaughter" in this verse is intended to describe a massive number of dead people. Many of the dead bodies cannot be reached, so the beasts and birds are left to feed upon them ( Jeremiah 7:33). No one is celebrating the Christmas holidays or New Year's Day; but rather, they are in mourning ( Jeremiah 7:34). This verse describes intense mourning in every sector of society because of the utter desolation of this calamity. (5 January 2005) 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22 

Jeremiah 8:7 Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD.
Jeremiah 8:7 — Scripture References- Note a similar statement by the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 1:3, "The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master"s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider."

Jeremiah 8:8 How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain.
Jeremiah 8:22 Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?
Jeremiah 8:22 — "Is there no balm in Gilead" - Comments - Balm is a tree resin that was used in remedial applications for restoring health and strength (ISBE). 15] Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

15] Alex. Macalister, "Balm," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

"When I promised thee green pastures, I had not in mind religious activity. When I said, ‘Come, buy milk and honey without money nor price', I was not challenging thee to fevered service, but to contemplative fellowship and collective communion. Only thus are souls made strong, and hearts made pure, and minds refreshed. Thy busyness wearies Me. Small wonder thou are thyself fatigued! Thy fretfulness grieveth Me. I long to take it from thee and give instead the balm of Gilead. By My ally. I will endue thee with life so dynamic that ye will serve Me before ye even have time to think to put forth the effort to do so…" 16]

16] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 136.

Jeremiah 8:22 — Comments - Gilead was an agricultural area in the Transjordan that was known for its balm (ISBE). 17] We see the Ishmaelites coming from Gilead with spices, balm and myrrh in Genesis 37:25. Thus, the prophet is asking where the balm Isaiah , for the people are not healed and delivered after they have prayed unto their gods. 

17] W. Ewing, "Gilead," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 37:25, "And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt."

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-26 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 — Comments - Do Not Glory in Man's Abilities, But in God's Lovingkindness- A wise man who glories in his wisdom refers to the strength of a man's mind. The mighty man who glories in his might refers to the strength of a man's body. The rich man who glories in his riches refers to the strength of a man's finances. However, the most important aspect of the person is his heart, by which a man walks in love and righteousness. Thus, Jeremiah 9:23-24 refers to the three-fold aspect of man: spirit, soul and body, plus finances.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-25 

Jeremiah 10:25 Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation desolate.
Jeremiah 10:25 — Comments - This same prayer is also spoken in Psalm 79:6, "Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy name."

11 Chapter 11 

12 Chapter 12 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-27 

Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.
Jeremiah 13:23 — "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?" - Comments - Note these insightful words from Marietta Davis:

"‘There is no help in the arm of flesh.' (see 2 Chronicles 32:8), answered a voice familiar to me, but I did not know from where it came. ‘Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spits?' ( Jeremiah 13:23), continued that voice. ‘How will the unstrung instrument tune itself?' Indeed, how will the dying, those who are already victims, restore departing vitality? Will they escape the doom awaiting them by the strength of their exhausted energies? No, wherever they go, there is no relief. Help must descend from above, or hope will not appear." 18]

18] Marietta Davis, Caught Up Into Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1982), 101.

14 Chapter 14 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-21 

Jeremiah 15:18 Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?
Jeremiah 15:18 — "and as waters that fail" - Comments - Jesus is our living water ( John 7:37-38), and His refreshing will never fail.

John 7:37-38, "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-21 

Jeremiah 16:5 For thus saith the LORD, Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor bemoan them: for I have taken away my peace from this people, saith the LORD, even lovingkindness and mercies.
Jeremiah 16:5 — Comments - Cultural traditions of mourning for the dead can be very strong in societies. A person was looked down upon if he does not participate with such traditions. I am told that some villages in Uganda, East Africa, hold mourning traditions that last for up to a month. Everyone in the village stops working for a month in order to observe such traditions. We can imagine how Jeremiah was despised because he did not contribute nor participate with their traditions. 

Jeremiah 16:16 Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.
Jeremiah 16:16 — Comments - John Hagee interprets Jeremiah 16:16 to refer to the period when Hitler hunted the Jews from all over Europe to kill them. 19]

19] John Hagee, John Hagee Today (San Antonio, Texas: John Hagee Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-27 

Jeremiah 17:1 The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars;
Jeremiah 17:1 — "The sin of Judah" - Scripture Reference- Note John 16:9, "Of sin, because they believe not on me;"

Jeremiah 17:1 — "is written with a pen of iron" - Scripture Reference - Note Job 19:23-24, "Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book! That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!"

Jeremiah 17:1 — "it is graven upon the table of their hearts" - Word Study on "the table" - Strong says the Hebrew word "table" ( לוּחַ) or ( לֻחַ) (H 3871) means, "a tablet of stone, wood or metal." In Jeremiah 17:1 it used figuratively of a hardened heart.

Comments- Proverbs 3:3 tells us not to forsake the truth. In the same manner, they has also clung to sin:

Proverbs 3:3, "Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:"

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Jeremiah 31:33, "But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people."

Ezekiel 11:19, "And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:"

Ezekiel 36:26-27, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them."

God has given Christians a heart of flesh:

2 Corinthians 3:3, "Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart."

Jeremiah 17:1 — "and upon the horns of your altars" - Comments - Blood was placed upon the horns of altar of burnt incense and burnt sacrifice in order to sanctify the altar ( Exodus 29:36-37). This, in turn, would sanctify the offering so that God might accept it. 

Exodus 29:36-37, "And thou shalt offer every day a bullock for a sin offering for atonement: and thou shalt cleanse the altar, when thou hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it, to sanctify it. Seven days thou shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify it; and it shall be an altar most holy: whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy."

Strong says the Hebrew word "atonement" ( כָּפַר) (H 3722) literally means, "to cover," and figuratively, it means, "to appease, cleanse, disannul, pardon, purge."

Leviticus 8:15, "And he slew it; and Moses took the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it."

Matthew 23:19, "Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?"

Jeremiah 17:1 — Comments- Iron pens of biblical times were used to write on stone. The idea is the awareness that God has of their sin. It is not forgotten, but it is remembered.

Jeremiah 17:1 — Illustration- Years ago on television, a strong muscular hand was shown slamming down a metal stamp and strike the top of this stamp with a heavy harmer and leave a deep impression (IV) in the metal. The world thinks if they ignore sin, maybe it will go away or fade into not being there. Sin has to be dealt with. It does not go away.

Jeremiah 17:2 Whilst their children remember their altars and their groves by the green trees upon the high hills.
Jeremiah 17:2 — Comments - The children of Israel had not forsaken their idolatry. Under spreading trees and upon tops of hills they would build altars and sacrifice to idolatrous gods. 

Jeremiah 17:3 O my mountain in the field, I will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy high places for sin, throughout all thy borders.
Jeremiah 17:3 — Comments - God is speaking to Judah, who had known God and was the remnant left of the twelve tribes of Israel. The others of the nation of Israel had been destroyed and taken into captivity by Assyria.

Jeremiah 17:4 And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will cause thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, which shall burn for ever.
Jeremiah 17:4 — Comments - God has promised them the land if they would abide faithful. Due to sin, He is giving it to the enemies ( Jeremiah 15:13).

Jeremiah 15:13, "Thy substance and thy treasures will I give to the spoil without price, and that for all thy sins, even in all thy borders."

Jeremiah 17:5 Thus saith the LORD Cursed be the man that trusteth in Prayer of Manasseh , and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.
Jeremiah 17:5 — Comments- The arm is a symbol of a source of strength. A person cannot put his trust in the medical doctor"s report, or the state of the economy, or the prime interest rate, or his salary, and then trust God at the same time. That man is cursed. You become carnal-minded. That is why it is death ( Romans 8:6), because it is a lack of trust in God.

Romans 8:6, "For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace."

Jeremiah 17:5 — Illustration- I once had a gas credit card and put it in my wallet, just in case I needed it. I later asked God to provide my gas money. Money did not come because my trust was in the gas card, not God. It could not be in both. So I threw the card away.

Jeremiah 17:6 For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.
Jeremiah 17:6 — "For he shall be like the heath in the desert" - Comments - Easton says the heath is a species of juniper that grows in this arid region. No water means no prosperity. For example, Edom was a more barren land and less fertile than Israel.

Jeremiah 17:6 — "and shall not see when good cometh" - Comments - Just as in Jeremiah 17:8, when the blessed man does not see when heat comes, the backslider will not see when good comes. He will, instead, be cursed when everyone else around him is prospering. He will never see or partaken of the good. Nor will he understand why things are thus. When good does come, the wicked will not recognize it as a blessing from God, and will therefore miss this blessing.

Jeremiah 17:6 — "but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness" - Comments - Note in Jeremiah 14:1-6 that the Lord sends the drought upon the land of Judah.

Jeremiah 17:6 — "in a salt land and not inhabited" - Comments - A salt land is totally uninhabitable, without vegetation or wildlife. These places are totally unable to sustain any visual signs of life, and particularly an ecosystem. There may be some traces of microbe that have adapted to these extreme conditions, but it is a land of salty ponds and salt flats. There are a number of places on earth that fit this description; the Dead Sea located along the Israeli-Jordan border cannot support any life forms; the Great Salt Lake and the salt flats in Utah are similar locations.

Jeremiah 17:7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. 
Jeremiah 17:8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.
Jeremiah 17:8 — "and shall not be careful in the year of drought" - Word Study on "careful" - Strong says the Hebrew word "careful" ( דָּאַג) (H 1672) means, "be anxious, afraid." 

Comments- In Jeremiah 14 a drought came upon the land. Jeremiah 17:8 is a good example of God's provision. When troubles come, we will stand in courage ( Philippians 4:6-8).

Philippians 4:6-8, "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things."

Jeremiah 17:7-8 — Comments - The Blessings of Trusting in the Lord- The blessed man of Jeremiah 17:7-8 must be the spiritually-minded person ( Romans 8:6).

Romans 8:6, "For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace."

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Jeremiah 17:9 — Word Study- Strong says the Hebrew word "deceitful" ( עָקׂב) (H 6121) means, "deceitful, crooked, polluted." Holladay says it means, "tough, crafty." 

Comment - Having lived in Africa for over a decade as a missionary, I never cease to be amazed at how many ways a man's heart can device deceit. I sometimes think that I have seen every trick in Africa, but I am still sometimes outsmarted by the deceitful heart. Thus, the depths of deception cannot be fully discovered by one man in one lifetime, since the heart is capable of devising new deceptions every day.

However, at salvation the heart is recreated and becomes a new creation; so it is no longer desperately wicked ( 2 Corinthians 5:17, Colossians 3:10). 

2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."

Colossians 3:10, "And have put on the new Prayer of Manasseh , which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:"

Jeremiah 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.
Jeremiah 17:10 — "I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins" - Word Study on "search" - Strong says the Hebrew word "search" ( חָקַר) (H 2713) means, "to penetrate, to examine intimately, find out."

Word Study on "try" - Strong says the Hebrew word "try" ( בָּחַן) (H 974) means, "to test, investigate, examine, prove."

Word Study on "reins" - Strong says the Hebrew word "reins" ( כִּלְיָה) (H 3629) literally means, "the kidney," and figuratively, "the mind (as the interior self)." 

Comments- The words "search" and "try" are used as synonyms in Psalm 139:23.

Psalm 139:23, "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:"

Jeremiah 17:10 — "even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings" - Word Study on "ways" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ways" ( דֶּרֶךְ) (H 1870) means, "a course of life, journey, path."

Jeremiah 17:10 — Comments- Jeremiah 17:10 answers the question asked in Jeremiah 17:9 of who can know the heart of man. God can know the heart.

Jeremiah 17:10 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 62:12, "Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work."

Jeremiah 32:19, "Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings:"

Jeremiah 17:11 As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool.
Jeremiah 17:11 — Comments- Or, "a partridge hatches eggs which she laid not, so is he who makes a fortune, but unjustly" (NASB, RSV, NIV).

Jeremiah 17:11 — Illustration- The parable of the rich fool in Luke 12:15-21 stored up earthly treasures, but did not lay up treasures in heaven.

Jeremiah 17:12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 
Jeremiah 17:13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living waters.
Jeremiah 17:13 — "the fountain of living water" - Comments- Note in chapter 14that a drought comes.

Jeremiah 17:14 Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for thou art my praise.
Jeremiah 17:14 — Comments- Jeremiah trusts the Lord and not flesh ( Jeremiah 17:5; Jeremiah 17:7).

Jeremiah 17:15 Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the LORD? let it come now.
Jeremiah 17:15 — Comments- The word of the Lord is what God promised to do for His people in blessing them.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-23 

Jeremiah 18:1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 
Jeremiah 18:2 Arise, and go down to the potter"s house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words.
Jeremiah 18:2 — Comments- The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah while he was watching the potter work the clay.

Jeremiah 18:3-4 — Comments- The Potter and the Clay - The potter represents the Lord, the clay represents human life, and the wheel represents circumstances in life.

Jeremiah 18:3 Then I went down to the potter"s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.
Jeremiah 18:3 — Word Study on "the wheels" - Strong says the Hebrew word "wheels" ( אֹבֶן) (H 70) literally means, "a stone," but used in the dual, it refers to "a pair of stones," or "a potter's wheel."

Jeremiah 18:3 — Comments- The work of the potter is his craft, his Job , his task. In the making of pottery, the clay is placed on a flat stone, spun with the foot as the clay was shaped with the potter's hands.

Jeremiah 18:4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.
Jeremiah 18:4 — Word Study on "was marred" - - Strong says the Hebrew word "marred" ( שָׁחַת) (H 7843) means, "to decay, to ruin, corrupt, destroy, perish."

Jeremiah 18:4 — "as seemed good to the potter to make it" - Comments- Circumstances may not always seem good to us, though it is good to God, or even necessary. For example, Job's trial was a terrible event to experience, but had a divine purpose in God's overall plan of redemption for mankind.

Jeremiah 18:4 — Comments- A vessel has as much value as it has been shaped to have by its Maker. When this vessel becomes marred with sin ( Jeremiah 18:10), God purges sin when He sees it is necessary ( John 15:2, 2 Timothy 2:21).

Jeremiah 18:10, "If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them."

John 15:2, "Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit."

2 Timothy 2:21, "If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master"s use, and prepared unto every good work."

Jeremiah 18:8 If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.
Jeremiah 18:8 — Word Study on "I will repent" - Strong says the Hebrew word "repent" ( נָחַם) (H 5162) means, "to sigh, or breath strongly," and by implication it means, "to pity, console"; and to comfort, to repent, to ease (oneself)." Holladay says it means, "to have a change of heart, to allow oneself a change of heart."

Jeremiah 18:8 — Comments- God has a heart that can be moved by prayers of faith.

Jeremiah 18:8 — Illustration- God repented at the destruction of Nineveh.

Jonah 3:4 - "Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown."

Jonah 3:8 - "Cry mightily into God". We need to pray like this also.

Jonah 3:10 "God repented" - The same Hebrew word is used here.

Jeremiah 18:9 And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it;
Jeremiah 18:9 — "to build and to plant it" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Psalm 127:1, "Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

Jeremiah 18:9 — Comments- Deuteronomy 28 describes the building and destruction of a nation. God speaks to a nation through the office of the prophet ( Jeremiah 1:10).

Jeremiah 1:10, "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.".

Jeremiah 18:10 If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them.
Jeremiah 18:10 — "wherewith I said I would benefit them" - Comments- God can make things go well for a person or a nation. He does them good, and treats kindly and graciously.

Jeremiah 18:10 — Comments- If a vessel becomes marred with sin, God will make it anew ( Jeremiah 18:4). He destroyed all but a remnant of Israel and began anew.

Jeremiah 18:4, "And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it."

Jeremiah 18:11 Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD Behold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good.
Jeremiah 18:11 — Comments- God speaks concerning a nation through the office of a prophet ( Jeremiah 1:10; Jeremiah 18:7).

Jeremiah 1:10, "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.".

Jeremiah 18:7, "At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it;"

Jeremiah 18:13 Therefore thus saith the LORD Ask ye now among the heathen, who hath heard such things: the virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing.
Jeremiah 18:13 — "the virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing" - Comments- Virginity represents purity from sin.

Jeremiah 18:14 Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock of the field? or shall the cold flowing waters that come from another place be forsaken?
Jeremiah 18:14 — Comments- Lebanon was a high mount aim range with snow-capped peaks. Easton says it Lebanon is called the "white mountain of Syria," perhaps because it is the only one with snow on it in that particular region ( Deuteronomy 1:7; Deuteronomy 11:24, Joshua 1:4).

Deuteronomy 1:7, "Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates."

Deuteronomy 11:24, "Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be."

Joshua 1:4, "From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast."

Jeremiah 18:15 Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up;
Jeremiah 18:15 — Comments- God had told Joshua that he was to mediate in God's Word day and night ( Joshua 1:8), but the children of Israel had put God out of their minds.

Joshua 1:8, "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success."

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-15 

Jeremiah 19:7 And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and their carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth.
Jeremiah 19:7 — "and their carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth" - Comments- This prophecy was fulfilled in Psalm 79:1-2.

Psalm 79:1-2, (A Psalm of Asaph.) O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps. The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth."

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-30 

Jeremiah 22:30 Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.
Jeremiah 22:30 — Word Study on "childless" - Strong says the Hebrew word "childless" ( עֲרִירִי) (H 6185) means, "bare, i.e. destitute of children, childless." The Enhanced Strong says it occurs 4times in Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "childless 4." Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( עָרַר) (H 6209), which literally means, "to bare," and figuratively, "to demolish." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 4times in Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "make bare 1, raise up 1, utterly 1, broken 1".

Jeremiah 22:30 — Comments- Coniah is another name for Jehoiachin, found in Jeremiah 22:24; Jeremiah 22:28; Jeremiah 37:1. 

Jeremiah 22:24-26, ""As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die."

Jeremiah 37:1, "And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah."

Since Coniah was the father of Shealtiel ( Matthew 1:12), how could he be made childless. John Gill cites older Jewish tradition that suggests Jechoiachin repented while in prison in Babylon and God then granted him posterity. A better suggestion is given by John Gill, who says that the broader use of the Hebrew word "childless" is more fitting in this verse, which Hebrew word "denotes not only such as have no children, or are bereft of them, but such as are by any providence stripped of the blessings of life, and are left bare, destitute, and unhappy, as Jechonias and his posterity were." 20] The idea is that this king has been stripped of his kingship and of the divine and material blessings came with it. This view is supported later in the same verse when it says, "for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah." Therefore, the same verse acknowledges that he will have seed. Thus, this verse means that Jechoiachin and his posterity were stripped of the royal kingship and lived in bondage during the Babylonian Captivity and that his seed would no longer have a king over Israel. The NIV supports this view.

20] John Gill, Matthew , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Matthew 1:12.

NIV, "This is what the Lord says: ‘Record this man as if childless, a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, for none of his offspring will prosper, none will sit on the throne of David or rule anymore in Judah.'"

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-40 

Jeremiah 23:1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 23:1 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse: 

Ezekiel 34:2, "Son of Prayer of Manasseh , prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?"

Jeremiah 23:23-25 — Comments- Jeremiah 23:24-25 reveals one aspect of God's divine character as being omnipresent, that Isaiah , He is present everywhere. Jeremiah 2:25 reveals another aspect of God's character as being omniscient, or all-knowing. 

Jeremiah 23:29 Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?
Jeremiah 23:29 — Scripture References- Note: 

Matthew 21:44, "And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder."

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-10 

Jeremiah 24:2 One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad. 
Jeremiah 24:2 — "even like the figs that are first ripe" - Comments- This phrase refers to the fact that a fig tree produces fruit twice a year, the first harvest being the most desirable, as noted in Micah 7:1.

Micah 7:1, "Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit."

E. W. G. Masterman says, "In Palestine and other warm climates the fig yields two crops annually--an earlier one, ripe about June, growing from the "old wood," i.e. from the midsummer sprouts of the previous year, and a second, more important one, ripe about August, which grows upon the "new wood," i.e. upon the spring shoots." 21]

21] E. W. G. Masterman, "Fig, fig tree," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Note another use of the word "firstripe" in Hosea 9:10, "I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at her first time: but they went to Baalpeor, and separated themselves unto that shame; and their abominations were according as they loved."

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-38 

Jeremiah 25:20 And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod,
Jeremiah 25:20 — Comments- Amos ,, Jeremiah , Zephaniah and Zechariah list only four of the five renowned Philistine cities in their prophecies: Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, and Ekron. Stuart suggests the fifth leading city of Gath, the city farthest inland and renown as the home of Goliath, may not have been mentioned because of being weakened by the conquests of Hazael, king of Syria. He supports this statement by noting how Gath is omitted from later prophecies against Philistia, perhaps because it lost its independence ( Amos 1:8, Jeremiah 25:20, Zephaniah 2:4, Zechariah 9:5-7). 22] However, it may be possible that King David contributed to the demise of Gath during his conquests mentioned in 2 Samuel 21:18-22 when the brothers of Goliath were killed. Uzziah later warred against Gath and other Philistine cities ( 2 Chronicles 26:6). It appears Gath had been overthrown by the time of Amos , the earliest of these prophets ( Amos 6:2).

22] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 1:6-8.

Amos 1:8, "And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD."

Jeremiah 25:20, "And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod,"

Zephaniah 2:4, "For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up."

Zechariah 9:5-7, "Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even Hebrews , shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite."

2 Chronicles 26:6, "And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistines."

Amos 6:2, "Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than your border?"

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-24 

Jeremiah 26:18 — Comments- In Jeremiah 26:18 Jeremiah quotes Micah's prophecy recorded in Micah 3:12, "Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest."

Jeremiah 26:19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.
Jeremiah 26:19 — Comments- Micah's prophecy was delivered to Judah and Hezekiah repented, thus turning away divine judgment and the utter destruction of Jerusalem ( Jeremiah 26:18-19). The Lord also repented at the prophetic destruction of Nineveh under Jonah's ministry ( Jonah 3:10).

Jonah 3:10, "And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not."

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-22 

Jeremiah 27:22 They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the LORD then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place.
Jeremiah 27:22 — Comments - The vessels of the Temple will be returned during the time of King Cyrus ( Ezekiel 1:7-11). The Jews will have to endure seventy years of Babylonian Captivity before this takes place.

28 Chapter 28 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-32 

Jeremiah 29:6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.
Jeremiah 29:6 — Comments - Jeremiah 29:6 reflects the divine commission of Genesis 1:26-30, in which God commanded Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and take dominion over the plant and animal life upon earth.

Jeremiah 29:7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.
Jeremiah 29:7 — Comments- The same idea of having peace is seen in 1 Timothy 2:2, "For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty."

Jeremiah 29:8 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.
Jeremiah 29:9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 29:10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.
Jeremiah 29:10 — Comments- Jeremiah 29:10 must have really had an impact on Daniel , because he began fasting and praying ( Daniel 9:2).

Daniel 9:2, "In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem."

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
Jeremiah 29:11 — Comments- Divine judgment has a determined goal, which is always good. God's judgment upon His people was for the purpose of restoring them back to Him, so that they would walk in peace.

Jeremiah 29:12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.
Jeremiah 29:12 — Comments - The trial of the Babylonian Captivity was intended to turn the hearts of the Jewish people back to God. Therefore, this was a good thing, as the Lord states in the previous verse. The results of divine judgment are ultimately good results, because it produces repentance and restored fellowship with God as people seek the Lord for deliverance and comfort.

Jeremiah 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:13 — Comments- God does not reward those who seek Him with worldly sins in their hearts. We must come to God with genuine repentance in a pure heart. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"O My people, I have called thee to repentance and confession and forgiveness and cleansing; but ye have listened to My words as though they were but slight rustlings in the tree-tops - as though they were of little consequence and could be brushed aside at will. Behold, I say unto thee: Ye cannot resist My Spirit without suffering pain; and ye cannot turn a deaf ear to My words without falling thereafter into the snare of the enemy. Ye have not cried unto Me with all your hearts, buy ye have complained that I have not heard your prayers. Lo, is it not written, ‘The Lord is the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him?' And again, ‘Then shall ye find Me, when ye seek for Me with all thy heart.' Look no more to My hand to supply freely thy needs when ye have not humbled your hearts and cleansed your hands and come to Me with the sacrifice which I have required - even a broken and a contrite heart. Ye need not listen for Me to speak to thee when your ears are heavy from listening to evil reports." 23]

23] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 54.

"Hold fast that which thou hast, and let no man take thy crown. Let no man hinder thee in pursuit of the reward. Let nothing stand in the way of thy complete victory. Let no weariness or discouraging thought cause thee to unloose the rope of faith, but bind it the tighter and anchor fast to My Word. For My Word can never fail, yea, and all My good promises I will surely fulfill. Have not I said, ‘He that seeketh shall find'? And have not I promised to be the rewarder of them that diligently seek Me? Not of the dilatory seeker, but of the diligent seeker. Not of him whose seeking is in reality only wishing, but of him who has grown so intent in his quest that he has become wholly absorbed to the extent that he is unmindful in hi toiling of the sweat upon his brow. To the extent that he has ceased reckoning the cost, indeed, verily, has quit offering bribes, as though the fullness of God might be purchased, and has set out on foot, deserting all else to follow the call of the Spirit until…Until hunger is swallowed up in fullness…." 24]

24] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 108.

Scripture References- Note similar verses in Scripture:

Deuteronomy 4:29, "But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul."

2 Chronicles 15:12, "And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul;"

2 Chronicles 31:21, "And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered."

Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Isaiah , and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

Jeremiah 29:32 Therefore thus saith the LORD Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed: he shall not have a man to dwell among this people; neither shall he behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the LORD because he hath taught rebellion against the LORD.
Jeremiah 29:32 — Comments- Look at how God will punish men by denying male children to carry on the family name. God still cuts off the wicked like this today.

30 Chapter 30 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-40 

Jeremiah 31:2 Thus saith the LORD, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.
Jeremiah 31:2 — Comments - The phase "left the sword," or "survived the sword" (NKJV) probably refers to the fact that they escaped the sword of Pharaoh as he pursued Israel into the Red Sea.

Jeremiah 31:23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness.
Jeremiah 31:23 — Comments- Benny Hinn quotes Jeremiah 31:23 as a fulfillment of prophecy, which states that the same Hebrew language used by the Jews when their nation was destroyed and they were dispersed across the world during the Babylonian Captivity (586 B.C.) will be the same language they speak 2 ,600 years later when the nation was reborn in 1948. 25]

25] Benny Hinn, "Partners in Ministry Monthly Newsletter," (February 2009) (Irving, Texas: Benny Hinn Ministries), 4.

Jeremiah 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:
Jeremiah 31:31 — Comments- The prophecy of Jeremiah 31:31 was fulfilled by Jesus Christ when He shed His precious blood on Calvary ( Matthew 26:28).

Matthew 26:28, "For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins."

Jeremiah 31:33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Jeremiah 31:33 — Comments- Jeremiah 31:33 reflects the fact that the Mosaic Law and the Levitical priesthood with its Temple services had failed to produce a people of righteousness. Therefore, Jeremiah was sent to prophesy the doom of the nation of Israel, judged by God because of their disobedience and idolatry. The covenant that God made with Israel at Sinai had failed. Because the Law could not bring redemption to men, a new way was found. In His divine foreknowledge, God was preparing to make a new and better mankind covenant with men, which would be through the blood of His Son Jesus Christ. This time, the Holy Spirit would be poured out in the men's hearts, so that the Law could be written in their hearts, transforming them from within, enabling them to stand righteous before Him in the heavenly Tabernacle.

Scripture Reference - Note the following Scripture references:

Ezekiel 36:27, "And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them."

Joel 2:28, "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:'

Jeremiah 31:35 Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:
Jeremiah 31:35 — "and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night" - Comments- We read a similar verse in Job 38:33. According to this passage in Job , the ancients understood that the heavens held mysterious laws that determined the seasons and other natural events upon the earth. Thus, Job says that to these heavenly ordinances the earth answers. Note the BBE, "Have you knowledge of the laws of the heavens? did you give them rule over the earth?" For example, since 1792 The Old Farmer's Almanac has been used in an effort to plant crops by these laws, and ancient astrologers advised kings by watching the course of the stars and heavenly bodies. Yet, today much knowledge of the laws and effects of the universe are still beyond our knowledge.

Job 38:33, "Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?"

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-44 

Jeremiah 32:14 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days.
Jeremiah 32:14 — "and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days" - Comments- The Dead Sea scrolls were placed in clay pots and lasted 2 ,200 years before being discovered.

Jeremiah 32:31 For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face,
Jeremiah 32:31 — Comments- Mankind also provoked God until He destroyed the earth by a flood ( Genesis 6:3).

Genesis 6:3, "And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with Prayer of Manasseh , for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."

Jeremiah 32:42 For thus saith the LORD Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them.
Jeremiah 32:42 — Comments- God"s judgment brings calamities so that a people of a pure heart will come forth to be blessed by God.

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-26 

Jeremiah 33:3 Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.
Jeremiah 33:3 — Comments - God wants to do more than just answer a prayer in the area of healing, finances, relationships, etc. for His children. He wants to guide us along a spiritual journey that takes us places we have never dreamed or imagined we could achieve. God has greater plans for our lives than we do for ourselves. Our spiritual journey is more than getting our needs met. God will meet these needs as we step out in faith to meet His needs. Prayer is not God serving us, but us serving God. Jesus prayed to the Father for guidance and direction while entrusting His soul, His personal needs, to divine providence and provision.

The word "mighty" meaning "inaccessible" things. God"s will and plan for you is to believe Him for the impossible. If you are not striving for greater events and miracles in your life, then you are not in God"s perfect plan, His highest plan for you. Jeremiah was in a dungeon when this revelation was given to him, in a place at the darkest hour of his life. We too are to pray for the miraculous at our most difficult times. Bob Nichols, of Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas, has always said, "There is a way when you pray." 26] Joyce Meyer said, "When problems come, go to the throne and not to the phone. Why do you seek counsel from people who do not know what they are doing?" 27]

26] Bob Nichols, "Sermon," Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas.

27] Joyce Meyer, Enjoying Everyday Life (Fenton, Missouri: Joyce Meyer Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Jeremiah 33:4 For thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword;
Jeremiah 33:4 — Comments - During the siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 587-586, the Jews looked to the arm of flesh to fortify themselves against their oppressors. They had done this same thing under the siege of Sennacherib in 701 B.C. The ASV reads, "For thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are broken down to make a defence against the mounds and against the sword;"

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 22:10, "And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall."

Jeremiah 33:11 The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD. 
Jeremiah 33:11 — "and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Hebrews 13:15, "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that Isaiah , the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."

Jeremiah 33:13 In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 33:13 — "shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them" - Comments- A similar verse in Leviticus 27:32 confirms that this was a method of counting the flock.

Leviticus 27:32, "And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD."

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-22 

Jeremiah 34:18 And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof,
Jeremiah 34:18 — Scripture References- Note a similar covenant in Genesis 15:9-10; Genesis 15:17-18 :

Genesis 15:9-10, "And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not."

Genesis 15:17-18, "And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:"

35 Chapter 35 

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-32 

Jeremiah 36:23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.
Jeremiah 36:23 — Word Study on "leaves" - Strong says the Hebrew word "deleth" ( דֶּלֶת) (H 1817) used here literally means, "something swinging, i.e. the valve of a door," and comes from a primitive root ( דָּלָה) (H 1802) meaning properly, "to dangle, i.e. to let down a bucket (for drawing out water); figuratively, to deliver," and is translated in the KJV as, "draw (out), x enough, lift up." The Enhanced Strong says the word ( דֶּלֶת) (H 1817) is used 88 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "doors 69, gates 14, leaves 4, lid 1." 

Comments- Ancient historians tell us that prior to the first century A.D, the Scriptures were contained on scrolls, which were rolled up for easy storage and handling. Scribes wrote in short columns as the scroll was unrolled on one end and rolled up on the other end. It was read the same way, as the scroll was unrolled a section at a time. The question is asked if the leaves that Jehudi cut with his knife were in a book or the columns of a scroll. Modern translations show that scholars debate over this issue. Some translations read, "columns," while others read, "leaves."

Rotherham, "So then it came to pass when Jehudi had read three or four columns that he cut it up into fragments with a scribes knife, and cast them into the fire that was in the stove, until, all the roll, was consumed on the fire that was on the stove."

YLT, "and it cometh to pass, when Jehudi readeth three or four leaves, he cutteth it out with the scribe"s knife, and hath cast unto the fire, that is on the stove, till the consumption of all the roll by the fire that is on the stove."

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-21 

Jeremiah 37:21 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe"s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king.
Jeremiah 37:21 — Comments- When Jerusalem was destroyed and starvation was rampant ( Lamentations 2:20; Lamentations 4:10 shows that cannibalism was practiced), Jeremiah was provided for so that he lived. This was God's hand in his life ( Psalm 37:25).

Lamentations 2:20, "Behold, O LORD, and consider to whom thou hast done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, and children of a span long? shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord?"

Lamentations 4:10, "The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children: they were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people."

Psalm 37:25, "I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."

38 Chapter 38 

39 Chapter 39 

40 Chapter 40 

41 Chapter 41 

42 Chapter 42 

43 Chapter 43 

44 Chapter 44 

45 Chapter 45 

Verses 1-5 

Jeremiah 45:1-5 — Prophecy to Baruch - Jeremiah 45:1-5 contains Jeremiah's prophecy to Baruch , his assistant. In it this servant is told not to seek wealth and honor in the land of Judah, but rather, be content with God sparing his life.

Jeremiah 45:1 The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah , in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying,
46 Chapter 46 

Verses 1-28 

Jeremiah 46:1 The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Gentiles;
Jeremiah 46:1 — Comments- Jeremiah 46:1 serves as an introductory verse to the collection of prophecies against the nations contained in Jeremiah 46:1 to Jeremiah 51:64.

Jeremiah 46:2-28 — Prophecy Against Egypt - Jeremiah 46:2-28 is a prophecy against the nation of Egypt.

Jeremiah 46:2 Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaohnecho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah.
Jeremiah 46:2 — Comments- King Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, took the kingship of Judah around 608 B.C. after the death of his father Josiah and after the three-month reign of his brother Jehoahaz. Because of the wickedness of Jehoahaz, God moved upon Pharaoh-necho to replace him with his brother Eliakim as a vassal king. The Pharaoh changed his name from Eliakim ( אליקים) (H 471), meaning "God will establish," to Jehoiakim ( יהויקים) (H 3079), meaning, "YHWH sets up" or "YHWH has established" ( 2 Kings 23:34). King Jehoiakim reigned over Jerusalem for eleven years (608-598 B.C.), serving Pharaoh during his initial years by taxing the Jews and giving him silver and gold; thus, committed much evil in God's eyes. His reign was also plagued by raiding bands from neighbouring countries as a form of divine judgment. He oppressed Jeremiah the prophet, who continually warned him of impending judgment and his eventual death at the hands of Babylon. Josephus tells us that Nebuchadnezzar came to power in Babylon during the fourth year of Jehoiakim's reign (Antiquities 1061), 28] which is confirmed by Jeremiah ( Jeremiah 46:2). He came to Jerusalem during the eighth year of Jehoiakim's reign in order to put Judah under tribute, having taken Syria in the preceding years. Jehoiakim accepted to Babylonian dominion, but after three years he rebelled ( 2 Kings 24:1), resulting in a second visit by Nebuchadnezzar to Jerusalem that is described in Daniel 1:1-2. Josephus records that Jehoiakim opened the gates of Jerusalem to receive this king a second time, during the eleventh year of his reign, expecting to have a peaceful resolution to his recent refusal to pay tribute to Babylon. Instead, Nebuchadnezzar entered the city and killed many noble people in the city, including Jehoiakim, and threw these bodies outside the city walls. Jeremiah prophesied that this king would be killed and his body thrown outside the city gates ( Jeremiah 22:18-19), which event Josephus confirmed (Antiquities 1062-3). The death of Jehoiakim would have ended his eleven year reign in Jerusalem, bringing his son Jehoiachin to power. King Jehoiakim's reign is recorded in 2 Kings 23:34 to 2 Kings 24:6 and 2 Chronicles 36:5-8.

28] Josephus says, "Now in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, one whose name was Nebuchadnezzar took the government over the Babylonians, who at the same time went up with a great army to the city Carchemish, which was at Euphrates, upon a resolution he had taken to fight with Neco, king of Egypt, under whom all Syria then was. (Antiquities 1061)

2 Kings 23:34, "And Pharaohnechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died there."

Jeremiah 22:18-19, "Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory! He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem."

Hobbs tells us that the Babylonian Chronicle supports the possibility of multiple invasions by Nebuchadnezzar into Palestine during Jehoiakim's reign. Therefore, he does not take 2 Chronicles 36:6-7 as a "complete parallel" passage. He dates Jehoiakim's initial subjection to Babylon in 604/603 B.C, and rebellion about three years later (601to 598 B.C.). This is earlier than Josephus' date of subjection in the eighth year of his reign (601/600 B.C.), and rebellion in his eleventh year. 29]

29] Hobbs refers to Wiseman, Chronicles, 43-77, and Grayson, Texts from Cuneiform Sources . See T. R. Hobbs, 2 Kings , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 13, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 348.

However, many scholars believe the siege described in 2 Kings 24:1 and 2 Chronicles 36:6 refers to the same event, arguing that the sacred and royal vessels could only have been taken away one time, and that there was only one siege on Jerusalem during Jehoiakim's reign. Those who take this view date Nebuchadnezzar's invasion of Judah in 605 B.C, during the third year of Jehoiakim's reign ( Daniel 1:1-2). However, a contradiction must now be addressed; for Jeremiah dates the year of the Babylonian king's invasion into this region and his battle against Egypt as the fourth year of Jehoiakim's reign ( Jeremiah 25:1; Jeremiah 25:9; Jeremiah 46:2). A number of resolutions have been proposed. (1) Some scholars attempt to resolve these conflicting dates by saying the Babylonians followed a different dating system from Judah for the reign of kings, which called the first year of reign the accession year and the following year as the first year of reign. However, in Judah the first year of a king's reign was counted as his first year. Thus, Jeremiah's date of the fourth year of Jehoiakim's reign would be equivalent to Daniel's description of the event taking place during his third year of reign, since Daniel would be following the Babylonian method of counting, and Jeremiah the Jewish method. (2) A second resolution is to suggest that Nebuchadrezzar first seized Jerusalem in Jehoiakim's third year, and fought with the Egyptians during his fourth year of rule. (3) Keil and Delizsch disagree with both suggestions, saying that in the first option no such reckoning system is recorded in Scripture, and in the second option that Nebuchadrezzar could not have passed to Jerusalem without luring Egypt out in a battle to protect Judah as their vassal. They suggest a third alternative by interpreting Daniel 1:1 to say that Nebuchadrezzar began to "march towards Jerusalem" in the third year of Jehoiakim's reign. This allows the battle of Carchemish to take place first as a part of this march towards Judah. 30]

30] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, The Book of Daniel , in Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM]. Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000, notes on Daniel 1:1-2.

Jeremiah 25:1, "The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon;"

Jeremiah 25:9, "Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations."

Jeremiah 46:2, "Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaohnecho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah."



Verses 1-64 

Prophecies Against the Nations - Jeremiah 46:1 to Jeremiah 51:64 consists of a collection of nine prophecies against the nations surrounding the land of Israel. The Lord had spoken to Jeremiah during his divine commission and said, "Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant." ( Jeremiah 1:9-10)

1. Prophecy Against Egypt — Jeremiah 46:2-28
2. Prophecy Against the Philistines — Jeremiah 47:1-7
3. Prophecy Against Moab — Jeremiah 48:1-47
4. Prophecy Against the Ammonites — Jeremiah 49:1-6
5. Prophecy Against Edom — Jeremiah 49:7-22
6. Prophecy Against Damascus — Jeremiah 49:23-27
7. Prophecy Against Kedar and Hazor — Jeremiah 49:28-33
8. Prophecy Against Elam — Jeremiah 49:34-39
9. Prophecy Against Babylon — Jeremiah 50:1 to Jeremiah 51:64
47 Chapter 47 

Verses 1-7 

Jeremiah 47:1-7 — Prophecy Against the Philistines - Jeremiah 47:1-7 is a prophecy against the Philistines.

48 Chapter 48 

Verses 1-47 

Jeremiah 48:1-47 — Prophecy Against Moab - Jeremiah 48:1-47 is a prophecy against Moab.

49 Chapter 49 

Verses 1-39 

Jeremiah 49:1-6 — Prophecy Against the Ammonites - Jeremiah 49:1-6 is a prophecy against the Ammonites.

Jeremiah 49:7-22 — Prophecy Against Edom - Jeremiah 49:7-22 is a prophecy against Edom.

Jeremiah 49:19 Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan against the habitation of the strong: but I will suddenly make him run away from her: and who is a chosen Prayer of Manasseh , that I may appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and who is that shepherd that will stand before me?
Jeremiah 49:19 — "Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan" - Comments - Perhaps the lions inhabited the banks of the Jordan River, waiting for animals to come and drink, similar to the way lions prey upon animals in Africa today.

Jeremiah 49:23-27 — Prophecy Against Damascus - Jeremiah 49:23-27 is a prophecy against Damascus.

Jeremiah 49:28-33 — Prophecy Against Kedar and Hazor- Jeremiah 49:28-33 is a prophecy against Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor.

Jeremiah 49:34-39 — Prophecy Against Elam- Jeremiah 49:34-39 is a prophecy against Elam. It tells of the destruction and future restoration of the people of Elam, just as the Lord told Jeremiah to do, saying, "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant." This prophecy is dated in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah (597 to 587 B.C).

Jeremiah 49:35 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might.
Jeremiah 49:35 — Comments- We know from Scriptures that the Elamites were archers. Strabo alludes to these archery skills (Geography 11136). 31] They had born the quiver against the children of Israel (see Isaiah 22:6), and now they must be punished.

31] Strabo writes, ""Media is bounded on the east by Parthia, and by the mountains of the Cosssei, a predatory tribe. They once furnished the Elymasi, whose allies they were in the war against the Susii and Babylonians, with 13 ,000 archers." (Geography 11136) See Strabo, The Geography of Strabo, vol 1, trans. W. Falconer, in Bohn's Classical Library (London: George Bell and Sons, 1903), 264.

Isaiah 22:6, "And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield."

50 Chapter 50 

Verses 1-21 

The Siege of Babylon - Some Bible scholars suggest that the description of a siege against Babylon in Jeremiah 50:1-46 is a prophecy of Desert Storm, when the United States and an alliance of nations used "smart weapons" to bomb Iraq in 1991; and it is possibly more accurate of the events of March 2003, when a coalition of approximately 45 nations, led by the U.S, Great Britain and Australia, made war against the evil Islamic regime of Saddam Hussein and overthrew his terrorist grip on the nation of Iraq. Never before in the history of mankind had such high-tech weapons been used with such accuracy. This group of developed nations used high tech missiles that rarely missed their targets. 32] I saw on the news how fighter jets were hitting tanks hidden under bridges while leaving the bridges in one piece, and using laser guided missiles designed for urban warfare to destroy one building in Baghdad while leaving one beside it intact. Within about three weeks, the nation of Iraq had fallen to this coalition which used this high-tech warfare. 33] 

32] "War Tracker: April 3, 2003 ," CNN.com [on-line]; accessed 25 September 2009; available from http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2003/iraq/war.tracker/0403.index.html; Internet.

33] Rob Lindsted, Certainty of Bible Prophecy (Hearthstone Publishing, Ltd, 1997); Jamma Mokhriby, " Jeremiah 50:1-21 ," (Rapture Watch, Cephas Ministries, Inc, 2003-2009) [on-line]; accessed 25 September 2009; available from http://rapturewatch.cephasministry.com/333%20Jeremiah%20501-21.html; Internet.

Jeremiah 50:6 My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their restingplace. 
Jeremiah 50:6 — Comments- Israel has been scattered upon the face of the earth until 1948, when the nation of Israel was reborn.

Jeremiah 50:7 All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said, We offend not, because they have sinned against the LORD, the habitation of justice, even the LORD, the hope of their fathers. 
Jeremiah 50:7 — "All that found them have devoured them" - Comments- Throughout the course of history, nations have despised the Jews. This anti-Semitism reached its climax with the Holocaust of World War II when six million Jews were systematically murdered. 34]

34] "The Holocaust," Britannica Encyclopedia 2009 [on-line]; accessed 24September 2009; available from http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/269548/Holocaust; Internet.



Verses 1-64 

Prophecy Against Babylon- Jeremiah 50:1 to Jeremiah 51:64 is a prophecy against Babylon.

51 Chapter 51 
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Jeremiah 51:48 Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for Babylon: for the spoilers shall come unto her from the north, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 51:48 — Comments- We see the prophecy of Jeremiah 51:48 being fulfilled in Revelation 18:1 to Revelation 19:2.

52 Chapter 52 

Verses 1-34 

Jeremiah 52:1-34 — The Third Siege Against Jerusalem- Jeremiah 52:1-34 is practically identical to 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:30, being almost a word for word copy.
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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Heart
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Structural Theme- We are Predestined to Reflect the Image of Christ 
as We Follow God's Plan for our Lives (Body)
How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people!

how is she become as a widow! she that was great among the nations,

and princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary!

Lamentations 1:1
Imperative Theme - Fear God and Keep His Commandments: The Children of Israel Serve as a Testimony of Man's Need of Redemption Through the Lord Jesus Christ Through Serving the Lord as a Covenant Nation
Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we shall be turned; 

renew our days as of old.

Lamentations 5:21
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Lamentations will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Lamentations will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Jeremiah was the author of the book of Lamentations , writing during his public ministry.

I. The Title and Placement in the Old Testament Canon 
The ancient Hebrew manuscripts entitled the book of Lamentations by its opening word אֵיכָה (ay-kaw"), meaning "How" and placed it among the third division of their Scriptures called "The Writings." 3] The rabbis called this book by the name קִינוֹת, meaning "dirges, elegies, laments." 4] The LXX moved it beside the book of Jeremiah and t itled it "Threni," from the Greek word θρηνος, meaning "laments." Josephus apparently places this book in the division of "the Prophets" (Against Apion 18), 5] and Eusebius tells us it was placed beside Jeremiah in the canon of Melito (Ecclesiastical History 625). While the Talmud now places Lamentations in the Writings, the English bibles have followed the arrangement of the Latin Vulgate.

3] The books of the Pentateuch, Proverbs and Lamentations are among those given Hebrew titles using the opening word of the book.

4] C. W. Eduard Naegelsbach, The Lamentations of Jeremiah , trans. Wm. H. Hornblower, in A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. John Lange (New York: Charles Scribner and Co, 1871), 1.

5] Josephus writes, "For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another [as the Greeks have], but only twenty-two books, which contain the records of all the past times; which are justly believed to be divine; and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This interval of time was little short of three thousand years; but as to the time from the death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of human life." See Flavius Josephus, Flavius Josephus Against Apion, in The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, trans. William Whiston (Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, c 1987, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 541.

II. Historical Background
III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence- The book of 2Chronicles makes a reference to a book of Lamentations , "And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamentations." ( 2 Chronicles 35:25)

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that Jeremiah wrote his own book, Kings and Lamentations.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 6]

6] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 7]

7] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the early kingdom of Israel, the author of the book of Lamentations chose to write using the literary style of poetry and song. Thus, the book of Lamentations is assigned to the literary genre called "psalms."

The book of Lamentations is written as an acrostic poem. Chapters 1, 2, and 4consist of twenty-two verses each, with every verse beginning with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in proper order. Chapter 3has sixty-six verses because the Hebrew alphabet is used in proper order to begin three verses at a time, instead of a single verse. For example, Jeremiah 52:1-3 begin with the first Hebrew letter, while Jeremiah 52:4-6 begin with the second Hebrew letter and so on until all twenty-two Hebrew letters are used. Although chapter 5 has twenty-two verses, the first words of each verse are not arranged in an acrostic order. This acrostic nature of Lamentations divides the book into five clearly defined sections.

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 8]

8] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Lamentations , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the book of Lamentations for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
The underlying theme of the Old Testament Scriptures is the office and ministry of God the Father as He works out His divine plan of redemption for mankind through His divine foreknowledge and sovereign intervention in the affairs of man. The underlying theme of the books of poetry in the Old Testament is how to trust in the Lord with all of our hearts. (In contrast, the historical books teach us how to trust in the Lord with all of our strength, and the prophet books teach us how to trust in the Lord with all of our mind.) No three men suffered greater than the authors of the poetic books of Job , Psalm and Lamentations; for we see in the lives of Job , David, who wrote much of the book of Psalm , and Jeremiah , who wrote Lamentations , a testimony of how to trust in God in the midst of hardships. Their hardships were not occasioned by sin in their lives, but because God needed vessels in which to work out His divine plan of redemption for mankind. When He finds a vessel who will suffer for Him, then the testimony of His Son Jesus Christ His Son can be declared to all of mankind.

A. Primary Theme (Foundational) - Poetry: How to Worship the Lord with all our Heart- The common underlying theme of the Hebrew poetry of the Scriptures is "How to Worship the Lord with all our Heart." Poetry is primarily written to express the mood of man's heart. When we read these books in the Old Testament, we are emotionally moved as we identify with the poet or psalmist. Although there are many poetic passages in the Scriptures, for the purposes of identifying thematic schemes, this division of the Old Testament includes Job ,, Psalm ,, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , and Lamentations , although scholars group this biblical genre differently. The first book of Hebrew poetry we encounter as we read through the Old Testament is the book of Job , which opens with an account of this man worshipping God at an altar of sacrifice ( Job 1:5). The Psalm of David show us how to worship the Lord during all seasons of life while the book of Job and Lamentations teaches us how to worship during the times of the greatest tragedies in life. As we journey through this life, we will have times of ecstasy when we are caught up in worship and we will have times of trials when we cry out to God for deliverance. However, most of our days are given to simple routines and decisions that determine our future well-being. We must then look to the book of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Songs for a pattern of how to worship the Lord with our hearts during such uneventful days.

The writings of Solomon provide three phases of man's spiritual journey in learning to love God with all his heart, while Job ,, Lamentations , and Psalm provide real life illustrations of people who have experienced these aspects of a devout life of faith in God. Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. Scholars have proposed themes for the writings of Solomon since the time of the early Church fathers. Origen (A.D 185-254) recognized a three-fold aspect to the books Solomon by saying Proverbs focused on morals and ethics, Ecclesiastes focused on the natural aspect of man's existence, and the Song of Songs focused on the divine, spiritual realm of man. He says:

"First, let us examine why it Isaiah , since the churches of God acknowledge three books written by Song of Solomon , that of them the book of Proverbs is put first, the one called Ecclesiastes second, and the book of Song of Songs has third place….We can give them the terms moral, natural and contemplative…The moral discipline is defined as the one by which as honorable manner of life is equipped and habits conducive to virtue are prepared. The natural discipline is defined as the consideration of each individual thing, according to which nothing in life happens contrary to nature, but each individual thing is assigned those uses for which it has been brought forth by the Creator. The contemplative discipline is defined as that by which we transcend visible things and contemplate something of divine and heavenly things and gaze at them with the mind alone, since they transcend corporeal appearance…" (PG 13, Colossians 74a-b) 9]

9] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 278-288; Rowan A. Greer, trans, Origen: An Exhortation to Martyrdom, Prayer and Selected Writings (New York: Paulist Rowan A, 1979), 231-232, 234.

Theodoret of Cyrrhus (A.D 393-466) makes a similar three-fold evaluation of the writings of Song of Solomon , saying:

"It is also necessary to say by way of introduction that three works belong to Solomon: Proverbs , Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs. Proverbs offers those interested moral benefits, while Ecclesiastes comments on the nature of visible realities and thoroughly explains the futility of the present life so that we may learn its transitory character, despise passing realities and long for the future as something lasting. The Song of Songs…brings out the mystical intercourse between the bride and the bridegroom, the result being that the whole of Solomon's work constitutes a king of ladder with three steps - moral, physical and mystical. That is to say, the person approaching a religious way of life must first purify the mind with good behavior, then strive to discern the futility of impermanent things and the transitory character of what seems pleasant, and then finally take wings and long for the bridegroom, who promises eternal goods. Hence this book is placed third, so the person treading this path comes to perfection." (Preface to Commentary on Song of Songs) (PG 81, cols 46d-47a) 10]

10] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 288; Pauline Allen, et al, eds, Early Christian Studies (Strathfield, Australia: St. Paul's Publications, 2001), 232.

John Calvin (1509-1564) refers to the theme of the book of Psalm and the writings of Solomon in his argument to the epistle of James , saying:

"The writings of Solomon differ much from those of David, both as to matter and style. Solomon directs his view, chiefly, to form the external Prayer of Manasseh , and to deliver to us the precepts of political life: David constantly chooses the spiritual worship of God, peace of conscience, or the gracious promise of salvation, for his theme." (Argument to the Epistle of James) 11]

11] John Calvin, Calvin's Commentary on the Epistle of James: Newly Translated from the Original Latin (Aberdeen: J. Chalmers and Co, 1797), iii.

Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. (1) Proverbs and Job - The secondary theme of the book of Proverbs teaches us to make wise decisions in our life by pursuing God's wisdom. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our mental journey through this life. We begin this spiritual journey by responding to wisdom's call to learn of God's ways as the book of Proverbs reveals. It is by the fear of the Lord that we embark upon this initial phase of learning to love the Lord by understanding and following the path of divine wisdom. The story of Job serves as an excellent illustration of a man that feared God and walked in wisdom with his fellow men, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the teachings of Proverbs. (2) Ecclesiastes and Lamentations - As we walk in Wisdom of Solomon , we soon perceive that God has a divine plan for our lives in the midst of the vanities of life, as taught in the book of Ecclesiastes. It is at this phase of our spiritual journey that we offer our bodies in obedience to God purpose and plan for our lives as we continue to fear the Lord, which is the secondary theme of Ecclesiastes. The writer of Lamentations teaches us about the results of fearing God and keeping His commandments, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of Ecclesiastes. (3) Song of Solomon and Psalm - We then come to the phase of our spiritual journey where we learn to enter into God's presence and partake of His intimacy, which is the secondary theme of Songs. The Song of Songs tells us about the intimacy and love that man can have in his relationship with God. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our spiritual journey through this life. The Song of Solomon teaches us to move from a level of fearing the Lord into the mature walk of loving God with all of our hearts. The Psalm of David teach us about a man that learned to love the Lord with all of his heart, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the Songs of Solomon. Summary- Therefore, Proverbs emphasizes our minds, while Ecclesiastes emphasizes our strength, while the Song of Songs reveals to us how to worship the Lord with oneness of heart. In these three books, Solomon deals with the three-fold nature of man: his spirit, his mind and his body. These writings inspire us to commune with God in our hearts. 

As a review, the foundational theme of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Song of Solomon is how to serve the Lord with all our hearts. The secondary theme of this three-fold series of writings is what gives these books their structure:

1. Proverbs - Wisdom Calls Mankind to Understand His Ways (Mind)

2. Ecclesiastes - God Gives Mankind a Purpose in Life When We Serve Him (Body)

3. Song of Solomon - God Calls Mankind to Walk With Him in the Cool of the Day (Heart)

The third theme of this three-fold series of writings reveals the results of applying the book's message to our daily lives:

1. Proverbs - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom. The virtuous woman is a reflection of a person walking in wisdom and the fear of God.

2. Ecclesiastes - Fear God and Keep His Commandments. The man who keeps God's commandments has a purpose and destiny in Christ.

3. Song of Solomon - Loving God is Mature as We Abide in Christ & Labour in His Vineyard. The man who abides in Christ and produces fruit that remains.

Combining these three themes to see how they flow together in each of Solomon's writings, we see that Proverbs teaches us to serve the Lord with all of our mind as the fear of the Lord moves us to wise choices above foolishness. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who is strong in character, symbolized by the virtuous woman. This is illustrated in the story of Job. In Ecclesiastes , the believer serves the Lord with all of his strength by obeying God's commandments because of his fear of the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who walks in his purpose and destiny, rather than in the vanities of this world. This is illustrated in the book of Lamentations. The Song of Solomon reveals the most mature level of serving the Lord with all of one's heart. This person yields to God's love being poured into him by learning to abide in constant holy communion with the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who overflows in the fruits and gifts of the Spirit. This is illustrated in the book of Psalm.

The themes of the books of the Holy Bible can be often found in the opening verses, and we now can easily see these three themes in opening passages of the writings of Solomon. Proverb's opening verses emphasize the need to make sound decisions through Wisdom of Solomon , instruction and understanding. 

Proverbs 1:2, "To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;"

Ecclesiastes' opening verses emphasizes the vanity of human labour when one does not serve the Lord. 

Ecclesiastes 1:3, "What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?"

Song of Songs emphasizes the intimacy of love that proceeds from man's heart.

Song of Solomon 1:2, "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine."

Thus, it is easy to see why King Solomon would follow such a three-fold structure in his writings. Since Deuteronomy 6:4-5 was one of the more popular passages of Scripture for the children of Israel, it would make sense that Song of Solomon , in his quest for the meaning of life, would follow this three-fold approach in his analyze of what it meant to worship God. Although the book of Proverbs places emphasis upon serving the Lord by making wise decisions, a careful study of the book of Proverbs will reveal that this three-fold emphasis upon the spirit, soul and body is woven throughout the book.

In addition, the book of Job gives us an extension of the theme of Proverbs , as both of these books serve as wisdom literature, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our mind. The book of Lamentations gives us an extension of the theme of Ecclesiastes , as both of these books serve as poetic explanations for the vanities of life, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our strength. The book of Psalm gives an extension of the theme of Song of Solomon , as both of these books serve as poetry to edify the heart, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our heart. Finally, the redemptive message of the poetical books reveals that even when a man like Job walks in Wisdom of Solomon , he finds himself in need of a redeemer. Lamentations reveals a nation who has a divine destiny and purpose, yet the children of Israel find themselves in need of a redeemer. The psalms of David reveal that even when man is at his best intimacy with God, like David, he still finds himself in need of a redeemer. 

